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Introduction to the Team

President Chair: As the head-chair of the Junior 1 committee; I am Elif Nazlı
KAFADAR, a student at Marmara University English Language Teaching Department. My
expectation from this conference is to have a successful resolution-focused committee
accompanied by delegates who show seriousness, dedication, and determination and to offer a
unique experience to my delegates. I believe that we will cooperate as a committee on this
issue and that the delegates will make the necessary effort. The conference is approaching,
study well, stay motivated, and remember that getting additional information other than this
study guide will bring you closer to success.

Co-Chair: Dear Delegates, My name is Tan Aslan. Before everything, I would like
to welcome you all to ACMUN21 as one of the vice presidents of Junior . I am filled with
gratitude and honoured to have such duty in a conference as privileged as ACMUN. Every
member of the conference academic team either organization team worked and still working
hard to serve a prospering zestful experience to you. To us it’s something bigger than just a
conference, it has so many meanings that there is no way to explain.

If I’m going to talk about myself a bit, I’m 16, and I’m currently studying at Maya Anatolian
High School. I am a future architect as an artist, a sailor, and a surfer. I can say that each of
them in my soul. My MUN career started two years ago and, I can say that a peaceful mind
changed my life. I would do everything for my delegates to have a great experience and a joy.
Model United Nations is a lifestyle. It’s not just an academic platform, it’s also a platform that
you can socialize, discuss with debate and try to find solutions to the world’s substantial,
significant problems. I wish you a fruitful, elucidative, unforgettable experience. Please do not
forget and do not hesitate you can contact me whenever you need.

Looking forward to meeting you all,



Tan ASLAN

Introduction

The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations
scheme responsible for supporting the recognition of human rights. It has the capability to
debate all relevant human rights problems throughout the year. All states are obliged to
present their reports to the committee on how the rights are being provided.

Since 2011, millions of refugees have started to migrate to neighboring countries due
to the civil war in Syria. Among the groups trying to illegally get into the countries that have
closed their borders, some have overcome their destination and some lost their lives with
painful stories. Most of them have already started a new life in the countries that welcome
them. In this context, we are looking for a possible solution for these people who suffered
much loss of rights. General information about the agenda item that the committee will
consider is available in this study guide.

Definition of key terms

Refugee: A person who has been forced to leave their country or home, because there
is a war or for political, religious or social reasons.

Background Information
To properly comprehend the current refugee crisis, it is highly important to understand

the causation behind the outbreak of the Syrian Civil War. There have been many factors that
initiated the occurrence, but as also agreed upon by many political analysts, the main
stimulator was the Arab Spring, which could be defined as a series of anti-government
protests, uprisings, and armed rebellions against oppressive regimes and a low standard of
living that spread across much of the Arab world in the early 2010s.
The peaceful demonstrations turned violent after 15 Syrian school children graffitied writing
inspired by the Arab Spring movement, and the government’s response was to arrest and
torture these minors. Due to this excessively violent attitude, an outrage sparked amongst the
public, and they demanded the children be freed. After the requests were denied and more
controversy formed, various groups emerged, one of them being the Free Syrian Army, a
rebel group aiming to overthrow the government, and the situation escalated into a war.



Because of the intricate conditions the area is in, extremist groups such as ISIS took it as an
opportunity to establish their authority over the ungoverned areas. Furthermore, Kurdish
separatist groups also took advantage of the situation to take control over the territory and
form an independent state. Foreign countries sided with various groups, -Russia, Iran and
Hezbollah (a militia group based in Lebanon) backing the Assad regime, and The United
States, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Turkey and various western states backing the local rebel groups
and provided them military and weaponry support therefore the conflict grew much more
violent. One of the other major initiators of the conflict was a religion based. Most Syrians are
Sunni Muslims, yet Syria’s government is dominated by members of the Shia Alawite sect.
Tensions between the two groups is an ongoing problem throughout Syria and other nations in
the Middle East. Due to these reasons, the region became unsafe for civilian habitants. As a
natural consequence of this, they were forced to flee their homeland for safety reasons. The
first refugee camp for these people seeking shelter was built in Jordan in 2012, a year after the
conflict began. Since the very beginning, more than 12 million civilians have been forced to
flee the country, and 1 million children have been born in exile. Most of them are sheltered in
neighbouring countries such as Turkey, Lebanon and Jordan, however, even those unable to
leave the country are still displaced from their homes and forced to live in inhumane
conditions to protect their own lives.



Most of the Syrians that managed to flee the conflict zone and live in foreign land live in
urban settings, and only a small percentage of them are housed in refugee camps or shelters.
Unfortunately, this doesn’t mean that they live in healthy and ideal households. Over 60% of
the displaced Syrians in urban areas live under the poverty limit, and they struggle with
getting hired for jobs with stable income or providing their young with proper education for a
brighter future, moreover, most of them cannot even afford to supply their fundamental needs
such as food or heating. Furthermore, with the global pandemic affecting most of the
population, the refugees are in need of protection more than ever. Those who are lucky
enough to have a house to properly isolate themselves are facing difficulties accessing basic
supplies like food, clean water and medicine since most of them lost their job due to the
economic crisis that formed due to the pandemic, these hardships are exacerbated. The
situation isn’t any better in the camps or any other shelter areas with a condensed population.
Even though food, water and medicine are provided in minimal amounts, mostly not more
than the required amount for survival, social distancing or maintaining a high hygiene is
impossible in the given conditions, significantly increasing the infection risk. However, only
fixing the physical living conditions will not help to overall improve the living standard of
these people, and eliminating the social bias they face in society is just as vital. Due to the
stigmatization of Syrian people, they face discrimination in almost every aspect of life from
grocery shopping to job interviews, thus it is substential to make sure they’re portrayed in a
positive manner and seen as more than just victims to a brutal war. So, while composing a
solution proposal to this issue, it is important to consider every dimension of a human’s life
and make sure to spot and address every single defect.

Involved Countries and Organizations

Human Rights Watch (HRW)

Human Rights Watch (HRW) is an international non-governmental organization
headquartered in New York City that conducts research and advocacy on human rights. The
group pressures governments, policy-makers, companies, and individual human rights
abusers to denounce abuse and respect human rights. The group often works on behalf of
refugees, children, migrants, and political prisoners.

Human Rights Watch’s Refugee Rights Program defends the rights of refugees, asylum
seekers, and displaced people worldwide. They respond to emergencies as well as chronic
situations, especially focusing on documenting government efforts to block access to asylum
to deprive asylum seekers of rights to fair hearings of their refugee claims, and to the forcible
return of people to places where their lives or freedom would be under duress. They conduct
on-the-ground investigations to speak with uprooted people and document abuses against
them. The program takes their findings directly to policy-makers and the media, as they
advocate for governments to improve access to asylum to stop forced returns. And to ensure
that all migrants comported themselves with better behaviour, dignity, and regard for their
human rights.



International Organization for Migrants (IOM)

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is an intergovernmental organization
that provides services and advice concerning migration to governments and migrants,
including internally displaced persons, refugees, and migrant workers. In September 2016,
IOM became a related organization of the United Nations.

IOM is the leading inter-governmental organization working with migrants and governments
to respond to contemporary migration challenges. Having more than 50 years of worldwide
operational experience, IOM uniquely positioned to build on its grassroots experience and
provide guidance on migration policy. IOM provides information, advice, and support to the
further efforts of the stakeholders to develop effective national, regional, and global migration
management policies and strategies. IOM activities include: migration & development,
regulating migration, migration health, claims programs, facilitating migration,
general programs; movement emergency and post-migration management; migration, climate
change, and environmental degradation.

Member states of the IOM (as of June 2018):

● Members
● Observers
● Non-members

International Labour Organization (ILO)

ILO is the only tripartite UN agency that was created in 1919. With 187 member states, they
bring together governments, employers, and workers. ILO’s international labour standards
are, broadly, aimed at ensuring accessibility, productive and sustainable work worldwide in
conditions of freedom, dignity, equity, and security. ILO aiming mandate to advance social



and economic justice by setting international labour standards with 186 out of 194 UN
member states.

They outlined in 189 conventions and treaties. Eight of them are classified as fundamental
according to the 1998 Declaration on Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work. They
protect freedom of association together and the effective recognition of the right to collective
bargaining, the elimination of forced or compulsory labour, the abolition of child labour, and
the elimination of discrimination in respect of employment and occupation. The ILO is
subsequently a major contributor to international labour law. Within the UN system, the
organization has a unique tripartite structure: all standards, policies, and programs require
discussion and approval from the representatives of governments, employers, and workers.
This framework maintained in the ILO's three main bodies: The International Labour
Conference, which meets annually to formulate international labor standards; the Governing
Body, which serves as the executive council and decides the agency's policy and budget; and
the International Labour Office, the permanent secretariat that administers the organization
and implements activities.
Turkey

Currently, Turkey hosts the largest refugee population in the world. The Government of
Turkey estimates the total number of registered Syrians under Temporary Protections over 3
million people. Since 2011 the Syrian Civil War started, Turkey has opened their borders to
Syrian refugees. These days the Government tries to handle the refugee crisis. The
International Organization for Migrants (IOM) supports the efforts of the Government of
Turkey to ensure that migrants and refugees attempt to cross through Turkey to Europe with
the Eastern Mediterranean and Land Border routes as the main route receives the
humanitarian protection and assistance that they need.

Since Turkey announced that it would no longer stop illegal immigrants from leaving the
country, boats started to leave the Turkish coast for Greek islands. The Turkish presidency’s
communication director Fahrettin Altun stated, “If they choose to stay, they can. If they
choose to leave, they also can.”. He insisted Turkey was not in violation of a 2016 deal with
the EU to stop refugees from going to Europe in return for financial support.

Greece

Since the Turkish Government decided to start allowing migrants and refugees to reach the
EU in 2016, in return for funds from the bloc to help it manage the huge numbers of refugees
it hosts. Turkey was unimpressed because of the EU’s promises regarding financial support in
euros. According to that, they decided to open their borders with Greece. Regarding Tukey’s
action Greece stated migrants were being “manipulated as paws” in Turkey, an attempt to
exert diplomatic pressure.

In 24 hours to Saturday morning, 6 March 2020, more than 1,200 migrants attempted to cross
the land border. Migrants were mostly from Afghanistan and Pakistan. The EU's foreign
policy chief, Josep Borrell, has told refugees to "Avoid moving to a closed-door.". Yannis



Lakarakis who is a newspaper publisher in the city of Alexandroupoli, stated, "There is such
militia along the entire region.". He mentioned, he has received death threats for speaking out
against armed vigilantes. "We have seen them with our own eyes, arresting migrants, treating
them badly, and if someone dares to help them, he has the same fate."

Jordan

Jordan, currently hosting more than 600.000 Syrian refugees and 10,000 Palestinian refugees
from Syria, over 2 million long-term Palestinian refugees. The vast majority of whom have
Jordanian nationality and more than 87,000 refugees of other nations. Based on Jordanian
government lists, UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, reported that almost 30.000 Syrian
refugees had voluntarily returned to Syria during 2019. Jordan is not a party to the 1951
Refugee Convention and continued to apply strict criteria for the entry of new Syrian
refugees, preventing many from entering.
On 14 October, the Ministry of Labour raised from 11 to 39 the number of professions barred
to non-Jordanian nationals seeking employment. Among them were long-term Palestinian
refugees not holding Jordanian citizenship, most of whom were from the Gaza Strip. They
continued to be denied together with other basic rights and services.

Lebanon

According to the Lebanese government, they are hosting 1.5 million Syrian refugees,
including almost 1 million people who registered with UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, and
around 550.000 who were unregistered. The government had a decision that entered into
force in 2015 continued to bar UNHCR from registering newly arrived refugees from Syria.
As of 31 July 2019, there were almost 30.000 Palestinian refugees from Syria registered with
the UN Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA).

The authorities had been returning Syrian refugees since July 2018 under an agreement with
the Syrian government. The Lebanese authorities presented these as “voluntary” returns, but
their policies towards Syrian refugees raised questions about whether in some cases, they
amounted to “constructive” refoulement, prohibited in international law. The Lebanese
authorities imposed barriers that hindered Syrian refugees from accessing services and aid,
leading to many living in dire conditions. UNHCR said that about 73% of refugees did not
have legal residency and, in June, revealed that the authorities had tightened restrictions on
Syrian refugee children under 15 seeking regular residency status.

Timeline of events
Years: Events:



15 March 2011 The Syrian Civil War began with the
conflicts taking hold

May 2011 The first immigration took place as the
families sought refuge in Turkey.

28 July 2012 Za’atari refugee camp opens in Jordan,
near the Syrian border.

March 2013 The total number of Syrian refugees
passed the 1 million mark.

June 2014 The total number of Syrian refugees
passed the 3 million mark, making it the
largest refugee group in the World.

July 2015 The total number of Syrian refugees
passed the 4 million mark.

13 July 2015 The construction of a barrier began
building in Hungary – Serbia border.

4 August 2015 The construction of a new wire fence
along the Turkey – Hungary border
began.



20-22 August 2015 Macedonia closed its southern border with
Greece and declared a "State of
Emergency" as the number of migrants
increased rapidly. Police responded with
tear gas and stun grenades to the piling
mass.

5 September 2015 Angela Merkel of Germany announced
that there will be no limits on the asylum
seekers that Germany will take in.

12 September 2015 The public took part in demonstrations to
support the refugees and migrants in
European capitals such as Paris, London,
and Copenhagen. While in capitals like
Warsaw, Prague and Bratislava

11 February 2016 Turkish presidency threatens the EU with
sending millions of refugees unless it is
given more funds to host the refugees.
While NATO formally intervened with
the crisis in the Aegean Sea.

15 February 2016 Bulgaria closed its external borders for
those who do not meet the asylum needs.

12 March 2016 Protests against the “Open-door policy”
of Germany began in Berlin.

18 March 2016 The Turkey-EU agreement took place.



17 March 2017 Turkey threatened to cancel the deal.

Previous attempts to solve the issue

● The 2016 EU-TURKEY Statement & Agreement states that all new migrants
traveling from Turkey to the Greek Islands will be returned to Turkey.

a) For each migrant that has returned to Turkey, another migrant will be settled in the
EU.

b) Turkey will take necessary means to prevent the creation of any new sea or land
routes for irregular migration to the EU.

c) The EU will speed up the processes of using allocated €3 billion for the Facility for
Refugees in Turkey. When these resources are used fully, the EU will grant the
facility up to an extra E3 billion by the end of 2018

d) The EU and Turkey will work together to improve the humanitarian conditions
inside Syria

● NATO’s involvement in assisting the crisis in 2016

a) In February 2016, on the combined request of Germany, Greece, and Turkey,
NATO agreed to help out the refugee and the migrant crisis in the Aegean Sea. b) The
NATO deployed maritime forces to contribute to the surveillance of illegal crossing
by the EU’s Frontex agency and Turkish-Greek authorities.
c) Following international law, all ships sailing through the zone have to rescue

people in distress within their area.

● The Policy of Lebanon

Keeping in mind that Lebanon has no policy upon the crisis, the state has taken actions to
deport or relocate refugees, these being:

a) In early 2019 the Lebanese government forcibly deported more than 2,500
Syrian refugees, most of them being arrested by the Syrian authorities upon
their return.

b) As a country that is a part of the Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment resolution by the General
Assembly signed 10 December 1984, Lebanon is in violation of the
obligations stated in the resolution and the international law.



● The ILO(International Labour Organization) Support for the Crisis in
Jordan

The ILO’s Programme of Support to the Jordan Compact has helped 108,339 refugees
directly while helping 450,000 refugees indirectly of the total estimated 660,00 who seek
refuge in Jordan. This program contained:

a) Formalization: A total of 90,000 refugees have been permitted to work in the
agriculture and construction sectors.

b) Skill Development: A total of 12,300 Jordanians and Syrian refugees have
benefitted from these interventions.

c) Employment Service: 18,967 Jordanian and Syrian refugees have registered
to the Employment Service Centres(ESCs). Of the 11.076 referred 6,113 were
successfully employed.

d) The Support of the Private Sector: ILO has worked with 5 companies to
support the network with European buyers, workers, and legal consultation to
enhance the stability in the region

Possible solutions

Using NGOs and getting help from them is always the card that you should play. But you
cannot just use NGOs. Accommodation is one of the ways regarding the country's policies.
And importantly, delegates should tread and adopt their country's policies. Depending on the
situation increasing, or decreasing troops in the borders would be one of the options. Using
the media, the education system, the press are the parts that can be used.
Useful links
Any relevant internet links or further areas of research that can help the delegates should be
listed.
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExtern
al/Countries.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/En/HRBodies/HRc/Pages/aboutcouncil.aspx
https://dergipark.org.tr/en/download/article-file/569889 (in Turkish)
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2020/dec/17/thousands-refugees-mental-cr
isis-years-greek-islands
https://www.hrw.org/news/2018/07/04/refugee-rights-lebanon-not-debate
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