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Introduction to the Team

Letter from the Head Chair

Dear delegates,

As the president

chair of the GA4 committee, I would like to welcome you to ACMUN21. I am

currently a senior in the Pakistan embassy school in Ankara and I am 18 years

old. I started MUN when I was 14 years old, and I have been attending MUNs

since 2018. I have attended 21 conferences so far and ACMUN21 may be one of my

final MUNs. Last year, I attended ACMUN20 as well which was one of my most

memorable conference, also being my last face to face conference. ACMUN

is a conference I hold very near and dear to my heart because of the people I

have met and the memories I have made, and I hope to make this conference one

of your most memorable experiences too. For me, when I started MUN, I used to

be very shy, and I would not dare to speak. However, the more conferences I

attended the better I got at debates and after my fourth conference I decided

to apply as a chair. To my surprise I got accepted and I was excited to say the

least. Ever since then, I have been in different positions in MUNs occasionally,

but I have always been an active part of the conference. And that is why today,



I am extremely glad to be chairing in ACMUN. I want to give the passion I have for

MUN to my delegates since I cannot attend MUNs forever and I would hate to see

the MUN scene die out as it gives people the opportunity to beat their fear of

speaking and gives the benefit of making new friends and memories. MUN is

something that everyone should try out once because of how different and unique

it is as it trains your problem-solving skills in an unconventional manner. I approach

chairing more of a mentorship more than an authoritarian position which means I

like to teach my delegates instead of controlling them. During the conference,

I will make sure that you delegates are confident enough to speak and show the

inexperienced or the delegates which are scared that there is nothing to be

worried about. I want my delegates to come out of this experience learning something

and growing as an individual rather than treat it like just another conference.

I want to share my passion for MUN with you and I can confidently say you could

not have picked a better conference to gain an unforgettable experience from.

President Chair

Kiyan Rezazadeh

Letter from the Vice Chair

Dear delegates,

My name is Hüma, and I’ll be serving as your vice chair. I am currently an 11th grader in
METU DF Highschool in Turkey and I’ve joined more than 15 MUN conferences so far.
Politics, analysis of sociological issues, and even psychology are personal passions of mine,
and as MUN is a guide on the way to explore these fields in a deeper manner, while also
incorporating the ability to view issues from perspectives of very different states into the
learning process, of course I developed a special interest.

However, these conferences aren’t only a tool to expand and enrich your world views and
knowledge on global issues, but also your daily life skills such as public speaking or being
able to confidently defend your opinion in any setting. They will help you better yourself as a
person as it helps you spot your weaker qualities and the essential skills you may lack and
encourages you to work on them.



As one of the chairs in this committee, it is my pleasure and duty to assist you through this
learning experience, and one of the greatest piece of advice I could give you would be to
focus on personal growth and not compare yourself to the other delegates. Every individual
has their own path to success, and it cannot be compared to others, because you can’t tell
which part of their journey they’re on just by looking at their performance. Everyone
develops differently and your biggest opponent is your past self. The main goal to achieve in
this conference shouldn’t be the certificate or possible awards you’ll receive, but the
contribution it made to you as a person and to your accumulation of knowledge. I know this
conference will be pleasant for all of us as I have full trust in every one of you to try your
best, thank you in advance for all your efforts and hope to see you in the meeting. Also, don’t
hesitate to reach out for help on any platform when you require extra assistance.

Vice Chair

Hüma Yıldırım

Introduction to the Issue

The territory known as Western Sahara lies
on the Northwest coast of Africa. The Northwest of
Africa is called the Maghreb region. The United
Nations defines Western Sahara as a
non-self-governing territory, the meaning of which
shall be explored in depth in the definition of key
terms but shortly, it means that said territory doesn’t
possess a state of self-government; said in even
shorter words that there is no definitive government
in the region.

This area has seen several conflicts but each
emerge from the same roots: that the people of Western Sahara have a right to
self-governance. The Moroccan government is not in support of the self-governance of the
people of Western Sahara and has a political agenda of occupying the region and urging
nations to accept Moroccan autonomy in the region. The former Secretary General Javier
Pérez de Cuéllar announced a ceasefire in 1991, but on the 13th of November 2020 the
SADR claimed that Morocco had violated the terms and that the ceasefire was broken. The
Algerian government is widely believed to have provided the Sahrawi with arms and has
faced several comments stating that Algeria is a key player, which they have denied. The
Mauritanian government used to occupy a portion of Western Sahara, however today they
have an established peace agreement that neither parties have violated the agreement. At a



time when the Mauritanian government was occupying the region, France assisted the attacks
by air force.

Aside from countries acting on the issue, there are also IGOs (Inter-governmental
Organizations) the most crucial of which being of course, the UN; the UNSC in particular.
The UNSC has attempted many times to establish peace between the parties and has even
formed MINURSO (United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara) which
was given the duty of regulating and mediating the referendum process. The 2020 estimate
for the number of people currently living in Western Sahara is 590,000 but bear in mind that
not all are eligible voters.

The Special, Political and Decolonization Committee used to be 2 different
committees as the Decolonization Committee and the Special Political Committee.
Afterwards it was established in operative clause 4 of resolution 47/233 that the two merge to
form one committee, as GA4’s work load had noticeably lightened with the work of the
Trusteeship Council being done and territorial problems happened in diluted numbers.

Territory has been mankind’s biggest argument ever since the beginning of history,
many civilizations aimed to have as much land as possible because it kept the treasury loaded
with goods. However you will find in today’s number of societies that it isn’t that way. The
reason behind that is the change in diplomatic affairs starting with the Westphalia Treaty
following the thirty years war; it was a step towards the current common diplomatic strategy.
One other undeniable thing regarding territory is the history of colonization, the ever famous
story of Chritoff Colomb, who had no idea he had discovered a new continent when he
landed; he thought he was on the coast of India.

Definition of Key Terms

1- Colonization: It is defined as “the act of sending people to live in and govern another
country” and while it is a perfectly right definition, it is up to us to explain the motives
behind colonization and its brief history. In the world, colonization was used mostly for
gathering resources that would be taken to the mother-land. Colonization was a damaging act
in a humanitarian perspective. For instance, you’ll find today that although Europe is
hundreds of miles away from Africa, numerous African countries recognize a language of
European descent as their official language and that’s due to colonization.

2- Decolonization: After the definition of colonization, the definition of decolonization is
easy to infer. When the governing country that colonized a nation exits that nation leaving it
independent, that is decolonization. Notice that decolonization goes along with the
independence of the colony, so you’ll see in the overview why Spain exiting the Western
Sahara region is not an act of decolonization.

3- Territorial Dispute: A territorial dispute is a disagreement between groups on which party
should govern the region. The question of Western Sahara falls into such a dispute. Although



Mauritania is no longer a party in this dispute, Morocco and the Polisario are still in a dispute
over the region. Disputes like this can take up many mannerisms but most commonly it starts
as a political dispute with verbal demands and diplomatic sanctions but escalates to a military
conflict, leading to the deaths and displacement of thousands and, at times, millions.

4- Non-Self-Governing Territory: These territories are defined by the UN as territories
whose people have not yet attained a full measure of self-government. The UN states that
there are 17 such territories in the world, with nearly all of them being former colonies, and
Western Sahara is one of them. One of the most important agendas of the UN is to bring these
territories to a state of self-government and our committee among others such as the UNSC
plays a significant role in ensuring that.

5- Referendum: A referendum is a vote in which the electorate, otherwise known as the
voters, are invited to vote on a specific proposal. Referendums are a great way for the citizens
to exercise their right of democracy, as it is a direct demonstration of a nation governing
themselves via political parties. One interesting fact is that the Constitution of the USA does
not allow referendums on a nation-wide level, local only.

6- The Polisario Front: POLISARIO (The Frente Para la Liberación de Saguia Al Hamra y
Río de Oro) was founded in Mauritania, with the aim of providing independence for Western
Sahara. They proclaimed the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic in Western Sahara. They
fought against the Moroccan and Mauritanian entities until the ceasefires were announced.
The Mauritanian ceasefire remains as it was declared, however Morocco broke the ceasefire’s
terms by attacking a town, to which the Sahrawi authorities responded by attacking them
back. So currently, there is no ceasefire in place between Morocco and the Polisario Front.

7- Sahrawi: The Sahrawi are the people of Western Sahara. They are also called the
Saharawi. Due to the displacements which arose from the conflicts, Sahrawi people live in
Morocco, Mauritania, the inner desert of Western Sahara and refugee camps in Algeria.

8- The Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR): The SADR was proclaimed by the
POLISARIO as the official government of Western Sahara. The African Union (AU),
formerly known as Organisation of African Unity (OAU), recognizes SADR as a
self-governing state. When a party, be it an IGO or a country, recognizes a state, it is a sign
that the state is official and that relations with that state can be established. It is important for
a state to be recognized in order to pursue international relations.

9- UN Peacekeeping Forces: The UN Peacekeeping Forces are a group of personnel with
varying ranges of expertise that aim to help states halt conflicts and maintain peace and
security. The most populated group employed is the military, with about 80 thousand military
personnel. These personnel are first officers of their nation and secondarily a personnel of
UN Peacekeeping Military. As good as the cause of this group’s formation is, they do not
possess a good reputation. An investigation by the Associated Press into the Haiti mission of



the military led to the allegations that about 100 peacekeepers were running a sex trafficking
ring which exploited children. It is not recommended to deploy them.

Background Information

The Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 was assembled to discuss and determine how
Africa would be divided among the European countries as colonies. The phrase “New
Imperialism” may sound familiar. But just what is it that’s new about imperialism in this time
period and how does it tie into the current political situations?

The first colonies, the ones that were formed in the Americas and were constituted on
principles of slave labor, focused on the production of things that were hard to produce in the
homeland and the acquiring of raw material. About 2-3 centuries later, ie. the 19th century,
the world’s understanding of colonialism changed. Surely the obtaining of raw material
played a role at that time, see for instance African colonies being forced to grow crops like
coffee causing mass starvation, but it would be wrong to say that the reason for obtaining
colonies was limited to raw material and workforce. Governments wanted colonies in the Age
of New Imperialism to increase their influence, establish military bases and mass produce
items which would later be sold at a very cheap price, making profit.

The Berlin Conference of 1884-1885 was a direct demonstration of this new era.
Africa was divided between European countries, with Britain and France getting most of the
land. In this conference, Spain was given Western Sahara which is sometimes referred to as
the Spanish Sahara. At this time Spain was not a big colonial power. Most of its colonies in
the Americas had gained independence and on top of that Western Sahara was not the most
profitable region in Africa. It is mostly desert with only a few liveable provinces. At some
point, Spain organized the Yema’a, also known as the Jema’a or the Djemaa which served as
the Sahara Grand Assembly, although they only had an advisory role and not an executive
role. In 1957, Morocco, one year after gaining its independence, Morocco claimed the
territory. Morocco’s military attempts to occupy the territory were resisted by the Spanish
forces successfully. Matters escalated when Mauritania, also newly independent, claimed the
territory as well.

In 1963, Western Sahara’s value as a colony skyrocketed with the discovery of
phosphate reserves. Phosphate and nitrogen are needed to produce artificial fertilizer, and
artificial fertilizer is needed to feed the world’s ever-growing population. Phosphate, unlike
nitrogen, is limited in the world and can not be artificially produced. Currently, Morocco
holds about 72% of Western Sahara’s phosphate reserves. On 14 December 1960, the UN
adopted General Assembly resolution 1514 which declared that all powers should be
transferred to the people of the non-independent regions without any distinctions to race,
creed or colour. Following this resolution, in 1963 the Special Committee on Decolonization
deemed Western Sahara a non-self governing territory that must immediately be decolonized.
Following Spain’s disregard for this declaration, on 17 December, the General Assembly



adopted General Assembly Resolution 2072 in which they explicitly requested for Spain to
uphold the previous resolutions of the GA and the consensus of the Special Committee
regarding the immediate decolonization of NSGTs.

On 20th December 1966, General Assembly Resolution 2229 adopted requests for
Spain for the first time to hold a referendum. This request was repeated for 6 more years until
1973. No referendum was held while Spain was governing the region. In 1972, phosphate
mining began.

On 10 May 1973, Polisario was founded in Mauritania with the aim of bringing
independence to Western Sahara. The Sahrawi Popular Liberation Army (SPLA) was
constituted on May 20, 1973. In this time, Morocco was not a player in the question of
independence of the Sahrawi so their focus was the Spanish forces. In the same year, shortly
after their establishment, they conducted their first military operation against the Spanish.
Over time the Polisario took control of several provinces and collected arms, Sahrawi who
were employed by the Spanish generals to work as soldiers joined SPLA, making the army
more powerful.

On 17 December 1974, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) was presented with the
matter of Western Sahara to advise on the matter. The advisory report was issued on 16th of
October 1975 stating that there were no legal grounds which would keep Spain from
decolonizing Western Sahara. In December 1974, Spain held a population count of the region
which must be determined pre-referendum. This count reads 73,497 people living in the
region. In June 1975, the UN sent a delegation of the UN Decolonization Committee to visit
Morocco, Spain, Algeria, Mauritania and Western Sahara. 5 months later, in October 1975,
the Decolonisation Committee issued a report to the General Assembly, stating yet again that
the local population has a right to choose their own future and that the General Assembly
should enable them to do so.

On 6 November 1975, the Kingdom of Morocco instigated the “Green March”. Over
300,000 Moroccans march into Western Sahara. Although they only go a few kilometres,
metropolitan provinces of Western Sahara are close to their borders. The SADR’s official
statement about the Green March was that the people who marched were organized by the
coercion and financial incentives of the Moroccan government with the aim of invading and
settling in Western Sahara, and that the Moroccan military were with them to ensure the
marchers’ safety. On 6 November 1975, after the Green March, the UNSC adopted
Resolution 380 in which the UNSC expressed its strong disagreement of the march and called
upon Morocco to withdraw all the marchers from the territory of Western Sahara
immediately. Morocco didn’t meet the demands.

In the 1854th session of the UNSC, in which Resolution 380 was adopted, the
delegate of Morocco repeatedly claimed that the Green March was an act of friendly
brotherhood and that the people of Morocco were demonstrating their right to life. In that



very session, the delegate of Morocco recognized the people of Western Sahara as “our
brothers… whether Moroccan and Mauritanian” which implies that Morocco doesn’t
recognize the people of Western Sahara as a different nationality. Certain journalists claim
that France and the USA may have stopped the UNSC from pressuring Morocco to meet their
demands more. Also, on 6 November 1975 in a letter addressed to the President of UNSC by
Spain stated that the Spanish Embassy at Rabat, the capital of Morocco, had a conversation
with the Moroccan government. Morocco informed the Spanish Embassy that Morocco
would halt the march if Spain agreed to undertake immediate actions that would transfer the
sovereignty of Western Sahara to Morocco. The delegate has also stated in this session and in
several sessions of the General Assembly at the time that “it (Morocco) has a right to national
unity” while referring to Western Sahara.

On 14 November 1975, Spain, Mauritania and Morocco signed the Madrid Accords.
The Madrid Accords declare a transitional period, in which Morocco and Mauritania would
be collaborating with the Yema’a and that Morocco and Mauritania should appoint
Deputy-Governors to assist the Governor-General of the territory. Certain points in this
agreement were left open-ended for political agendas. It is unclear whether the accords refer
to the Yema’a as the party all power will be transferred to or the Yema’a, Morocco and
Mauritania. The Madrid Accords gave the northern two-thirds of Western Sahara to Morocco,
which is where most of the phosphate reserves are located.

On 11 December 1975, Morocco deployed troops in El Aaiún. The Polisario front
resists the occupation. On 20 December 1975, Mauritanian troops took over the cities Tichla
and La Güera.

On 27-29 January, the first battle of Amgala occured between Moroccan forces and
POLISARIO. Morocco disapproved of the Algerian presence fighting with Polisario but
Algeria denied being there. The Polisario front or the SADR made no official comments to
support Algeria’s presence or military help.

On 26 February, the last Spanish troops withdrew from Villa Cisneros/Dakhla leaving
the country physically free from Spanish government but not officially. One day after, on 27
February 1976, Polisario proclaimed the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) and
announced an armed struggle to gain their self-determination. The fights between SPLA and
Moroccan and Mauritanian troops forced the local population to flee to Tindouf, Algeria. The
SADR claimed in 2016 that a generation of 165,000 Sahrawi refugees had grown up in
refugee camps. On the same day, a new Djeema, constituted in Laayoune which was and is
under Moroccan control, voted for West Sahara to be integrated into Morocco. In May 1976,
the first refugee camps were established in Tindouf, Algeria. These remain active to this day.

In October-November 1977, an operation was launched by French Air and Special
Forces against Polisario in support of Mauritania called “Operation Lamantine”. These
French forces remained in Mauritania until 1980.



In 17 July 1979, a mediation initiative was launched by the OAU at a summit in
Monrovia, Liberia. Morocco rejects the proposal. On 16 July 1980 the SADR applied for
OAU membership and was granted membership in 1982, with Morocco withdrawing from
OAU in 1984 as an act of protest to the SADR presence. In January 2017, Morocco rejoined
the AU. On August 1 1979, General Lahbib Ayoub leading a POLISARIO brigade
approaches Nouakchott (Mauritania’s capital) and demands for the unconditional surrender of
Mauritania. On 15 August 1979 Mauritania surrendered the land it had occupied and ceded
all its right from the Madrid Accords to the SADR. Shortly after, Morocco began occupying
the land Mauritania had just surrendered.

In 1981, Morocco began the construction of the defensive sand walls between land
recently occupied by Morocco and the SADR’s remaining land. Currently the wall is about
2,700 km long with over 100,000 Moroccan soldiers patrolling it.

At the 18th OAU Summit in Nairobi, on 24-27 June 1981, King Hassan II (Morocco’s
monarch at the time) expressed his willingness to hold a referendum, also considering the
historical connections between Morocco and Western Sahara.

Starting from 1 July 1985 to 11 August 1988, joint efforts by the UN and OAU
resulted in the presentation of proposals for a peaceful resolution to the conflict - the
‘Settlement Proposal’. This proposal was emphasized by the Secretary General in his reports
and they were adopted in a Security Council resolution. This is also known as the ‘Settlement
Plan’. On 30 August 1988 the parties agreed to the Settlement Plan, which was affirming that
a referendum would be held and a ceasefire which would start being in effect on 6 September
1991.

On 7 October 1989 POLISARIO launched an attack on Moroccan forces in Guelta
Zemmour and Amgala. On 9 April 1991, Security Council Resolution S/1991/690 was
adopted by the Security Council which established MINURSO. MINURSO was tasked with
monitoring the ceasefire, identifying eligible voters for the referendum and creating
conditions and modalities for the supervision of the ceasefire. The IDC which was established
with the Settlement Plan would be tasked with identifying eligible voters. Few days before
the ceasefire was to be proclaimed, mid to late August 1991, Moroccan forces launched a
heavy attack against POLISARIO at Tifariti. On September 1 1991 the first 100 MINURSO
military observers arrived in Laayoune. On 6 September 1991, the ceasefire was announced
by the Secretary General. The military operations were suspended on both sides.

On 24 August 1994, the IDC began investigating the electorate simultaneously in
Laayoune and Tindouf. Meanwhile, Morocco moved ‘settlers’ into the territory, who they
demanded be investigated on their qualifications as voters. This investigation of eligible
voters continued through the 1990s and even up to the 21st century. This ruckus enabled
Morocco to expand and strengthen their infrastructure in the occupied land, although it was
met by severe protests against the Moroccan presence in the occupied areas. In May 1996 the



identification process was suspended. This implies complications were faced, as they were
suspended prior to the completion of their tasks. The military groups of MINURSO were
reduced.

On 17 March 1997, the Secretary General of UN appointed James Baker III as the
Secretary General’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara. James Baker III was formerly the
US Secretary of State. On 14-16 September 1997, James Baker III mediated the Houston
Accords. These accords redefine the referendum process and shortly after the identification
process is restarted. In September 1998 the process of identification was completed and on 15
July 199, the IDC published its first Provisional Voters List (PVL) which wrote down the
number of eligible voters. This list was appealed, meaning it was revoked. On 15 January
2000, the IDC published its second PVL which identified a little over 86 thousand eligible
voters, with the total Saharan population being about 250,000. This list is also appealed, and
the IDC’s further activities are suspended de facto (de facto defines a state that is not
officially recognized as that state. This means that while the IDC’s operations were
suspended, that the IDC was clearly not operating, there were no documents signed or ratified
that would suggest the suspension).

On 20 June 2001, The Secretary General’s report to the Security Council submitted
the Personal Envoy’s Draft Framework Agreement, otherwise known as the Baker Peace Plan
or Baker Plan I. The plan called for the territory to be integrated into Morocco with a degree
of autonomy (self-government). Morocco accepts the framework but POLISARIO does not
and the Security Council proposes further negotiations between the parties.

On 19 February 2002, the UN Secretary General’s report proposed 4 options to the
Security Council regarding the matter: 1) implementation of the Settlement Plan with
disregard to the parties’ presence, 2) revision of the Framework Agreement, 3) explore a
possible division of the territory between the two parties, and 4) terminating MINURSO,
acknowledging that the UN “cannot resolve the problem without requiring one of the parties
to do something it does not want to do.” The Security Council doesn’t accept any of the 4
proposals and requests for the Personal Envoy to keep on negotiating with the parties. On 30
July 2002, the Security Council states in S/RES/1429 that it is ready to consider any approach
that provides for the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara.

On 23 May 2003, the Secretary General presented a peace plan, otherwise known as
Baker Plan II, which set for a referendum in which the Moroccan “settlers” will be counted as
eligible voters, and there will also be a transitional period with temporary administration by a
governing body elected by the people in the PVLs. POLISARIO accepts the revised plan. On
31 July 2003 the UN Security Council reaffirms the Baker Plan II as the ‘optimal political
solution’. On 16 June 2003, the UN Secretary General urged in his report for Morocco to
accept and implement the plan. On 30 March 2004, the IDC formally concluded its activities.
The files produced by the IDC are currently safeguarded in the UN HQ in Geneva.



On 23 April 2004, Morocco rejected Baker Plan II, disagreeing particularly with the
transitional administration and the option of independence. On June 11 2004, James Baker
resigned from his position, Alvaro de Soto (Special Representative of the Secretary General
for Western Sahara) assumed the duty until May 2005. On 29 July 2005, Ambassador Peter
van Walsum, a former Permanent Representative of the Netherlands to the UN, was
appointed as Secretary- Personal Envoy for Western Sahara.

On 18 August 2005, with the mediation of the US Government and the auspices of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the last 404 POWs (prisoners of war) held
by the POLISARIO were released. On September 1 2005, Francesco Bastagli was appointed
as the new Special Representative of SecretaryGeneral for Western Sahara. On 11-17 October
2005, the Secretary General’s Personal Envoy to Western Sahara visited the region and met
with the parties of the conflict.

On 6 November 2005, On the 30th anniversary of the Green March, King Mohammed
VI (descendant of King Hassan II, took over the throne after King Hassan II died) announced
that a plan to grant autonomy to Western Sahara within Moroccan sovereignty was being
prepared. On 25 March 2006, King Mohammed VI visited Laayoune and established the
Royal Consultative Council of Saharan Affairs (CORCAS). Included in its members were
representatives of Moroccan political parties (Morocco’s regime has been a constitutional
monarchy since 1962) and Sahrawi leaders residing in Morocco-occupied Western Sahara.
CORCAS was tasked with making proposals regarding the autonomy of Western Sahara.

On 19 April 2006, Report of the Secretary-General to the Security Council endorsed
his Personal Envoy’s recommendations for negotiations between the parties to be held and
that the outcome of the negotiations should provide for a just and long-lasting solution, one
which provides for the self-determination of the people of Western Sahara. On 28 April 2006,
the Security Council reaffirmed its commitment to help the parties achieve such a resolution
and extend the mandate of MINURSO until 30 October 2006.

In October 2006, Morocco called a UN OHCHR report as being biased in favor of the
POLISARIO front, critical of OHCHR’s human rights record in Western Sahara. In
December 2006, CORCAS proposed autonomy under Moroccan sovereignty, completely
ruling out independence. POLISARIO refused the proposal. On 5 March 2007, Julian
Harston who is the SRSG for Western Sahara arrived in the territory. On 10 April 2007
POLISARIO submitted its proposal “Proposal for a Mutually Acceptable Political Solution
that Provides for the Self-Determination of the People of Western Sahara.” Morocco
submitted a proposal of such a nature one day after, titled “Moroccan Initiative for
Negotiating an Autonomy Statute for the Sahara Region”, to the Secretary General. On 30
April 2007, the UN Security Council unanimously voted for Resolution 1754 calls upon the
parties to open direct talks, “in good faith and without preconditions”.



On 18-19 June 2007, UN Sponsored talks between Morocco and POLISARIO began
in Manhasset, New York. The POLISARIO front stated they would be able to consider the
Moroccan proposal only if Morocco accepted independence as an option in the referendum.
Morocco seemed to agree. The last of these talks were held between 16 and 18 March 2008.

In January 2008, Human Rights Watch reported in its annual World Report that
Morocco was continuing to harass the basic human rights of the Sahrewi people, particularly
human rights defenders and activists. Public protests were being repressed more than
anywhere else in the Kingdom; implying that the Sahrewi do not agree that they are
Moroccan, contradictory to the decision of CORCAS.

In March 2008, the report issued by the US Department of State, titled The 2007
Western Sahara Country Report on Human Rights, stated that Sahrawi activists and
international human rights groups and organizations claim that Sahrawis supporting
independence were subjected to surveillance, arbitrary arrest, prolonged detention and at
times torture. This is a concrete violation of the Human Rights Declaration, if it is true.

In the talk issued between 17 and 18 March 2008, Morocco stated that the issue was
not independence or autonomy, but between autonomy and status quo. Status quo refers to
current, present situations. This is explanatory of Morocco’s behaviour toward the issue,
either all of Western Sahara territory will be under Moroccan sovereignty or the borders and
state of uncertainty will remain as they are. In December 2008 issued a report regarding the
human rights situation in the Tindouf refugee camps and Western Sahara. The report
criticised both POLISARIO and Morocco for their abusing of human rights, with Morocco
condemning the report for being highly critical of Morocco once more.

On 17 March 2009, UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees)
announced that 2 UN-led missions would be assessing the situation of refugees. In
early-November 2010 Moroccan security forces and Western Saharan protestors met in a
violent clash. Throughout the years several informal meetings of the parties took place but
they bore no fruit. On 19 September 2012, the HRC (Human Rights Council) adopted the
outcome of UPR (Universal Periodic Review, a process that reviews the human rights
conditions of each member state. The ultimate aim is to improve the overall implementation
of human rights) for Morocco. Out of the 5 human rights recommendations given to Morocco
regarding Western Sahara, Morocco stated they were implementing 3 out of 5. The 2 that they
were not implementing were registering organizations that advocate for Sahrawi
independence and  agreeing to establish a human rights component in MINURSO.

In August 2016, allegations arose that Morocco had violated the ceasefire by
traversing the Berm Al Guargat, south of the territory and close to the Mauritanian border. In
October 2016, in a security council briefing the focus was the situation in Al Guargat, where
Morocco was trying to build a road between the berm and the Moroccan border.



Most recently, the SADR accused Morocco of not meeting the terms of the 1991
ceasefire and broke the truce. In El-Ayoun, peaceful protests in support of POLISARIO were
met with armed security forces and armed vehicles. Similar small demonstrations were met
with such a reaction by the Moroccan government in Smara, Dakhla and Boujdour. The
authorities, however, allowed for larger demonstrations on December 12 following US
recognition of Morocco’s sovereignty over Western Sahara on December 10.

Involved Parties and Their Views

● The Kingdom of Morocco: The Kingdom of Morocco is a constitutional monarchy.
Morocco gained independence from France in 1956, who had previously been
occupying the country. There was also the Spanish Protectorate of Morocco, which
was integrated into Morocco in 1956. Although Morocco is severely criticised for
invading and occupying a territory unlawfully, the country remains in the statement
that the Sahrewi are actually Moroccans, and that Morocco has a right to national
integrity. The territories natural gas, oil and mineral resources are thought by many to
be a motivation Morocco, including SADR itself.

● Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic/POLISARIO: Proclaimed by the Sahrawi. Do
not accept a referendum without independence as an option. Is not recognized by all
the member states in the world. There are several Human Rights Watch and UN
bodies’ reports that their people’s human rights are being violated by Morocco.

● Algeria: Algeria’s contributions to the resistance of POLISARIO was always denied
by the Algerian Government. In the late 20th century and the beginning of the 21st,
the Civil War that took place in Algeria halted the Algerian government from focusing
on its external relations. Algeria recognized SADR on 6 March 1976.

● European Union: Currently, only Sweden recognizes SADR. The EU-Morocco
Fisheries Agreement is an agreement that enables EU members to fish on the shores
of Morocco. The Agreement received major criticism about violating international
law because it failed to define Western Sahara as included or not included. The
European Parliament concluded that Morocco’s behaviour towards the waters in front
of Western Sahara, in the case that it is in a nature which doesn’t benefit the people of
Western Sahara would be their own violation of international law and that the
Agreement doesn’t explicitly state Western Sahara is included as a water Morocco can
issue out licenses for. It is worth mentioning that Sweden voted against this
Agreement in the Council, adding that the Agreement didn’t exclude Western Sahara.
France and Spain are included in the “Group of Friends” which are member states the
Secretary General’s Personal Envoy for Western Sahara negotiated with to collect
international support for independence of Western Sahara.

● The USA: On December 10 2020, the USA acknowledged Moroccan sovereignty
over Western Sahara, which sparked demonstrations in Western Sahara; those
protesting the acknowledgement being treated brutally by Moroccan armed forces.



The USA is also the first country to recognize Moroccan sovereignty over the
territory.  Included in the Group of Friends.

Timeline of Events

Time Period Event

1884 Colonisation of Western-Sahara by Spain

17 December 1965 The adoption of the first resolution by the general
assembly, requesting Spain to decolonise the Territory

1973 Rise of The Polisario Front -Delegates itself as the sole
representative of the Sahrawi people.

16 October 1975 ICJ- asked morocco to step down from Western Sahara

6 November 1975 Green March – Moroccan public paraded in Western
Sahara

14 November1975 Madrid Accords-Treaty between Spain, Morocco, and
Mauritians

27-29 January 1976 First battle of Amgala – armed conflict between Moroccan
and Polisario forces

27 February 1976 Polisario self-proclaimed the Saharan Arab Democratic
Republic (SADR) and proposes a combat to achieve the
right of self-determination

1981-1987 Wall of shame- largest defensive structure. The wall
separates territories occupied by Morocco with the rest of
the region. Initiated and completed by Moroccans.



1982 SADR is recognized as a member of the OAU

1984 Morocco withdrew from the Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) to condemn the presence of the Polisario at the
summit of the organization.

29 April 1991 MINURSO-UN peacekeeping mission

15 August 1979 Mauritania and POLISARIO negotiate a ceasefire.
Morocco begins occupying land previously occupied by
Morocco.

30 August 1988 The parties agreed on the UN “settlement proposals,”-
referendum - asking for a referendum to be held, with
integration with Morocco and independence being the
options.

29 April 1991 UN Security Council Resolution 690 created the IDC
(Identification Commission) to determine eligible voters for
the referendum.

28 February 2000 Many appeals are lodged and recorded against the
assessment of the PVLs. This leads to the IDC suspending
its activities.

20 June 2001 James Baker presented a Framework Agreement. Morocco
accepted this proposal but the POLISARIO rejected it.

23 May 2003 James Baker proposed another plan, Baker Plan II. The
plan was accepted by POLISARIO but rejected by
Morocco.



6 November 2005 The King of Morocco, Mohammed VI, declared that a
process of negotiation with the parties would be
undertaken.

11 April 2007 Morocco and POLISARIO each presented their own
proposal for the territory to the secretary General.

18-19 June 2007 Morocco and the Polisario held a first direct meet in
Manhasset, outside New York, among the parties since
2000

10 -11 August 2007 Morocco and POLISARIO met for the second round of
negotiations.

February 2008 Personal Envoy for the Secretary General visited the
region, negotiated with the parties.

17 March 2009 The UN High Commissioner for Refugees announced that
out of rising concerns for the state of refugees, two UN-led
missions would be visiting and assessing the area.

24 April 2012 UNSC extended the mandate of MINURSO for another
year with the adoption of Resolution 2044.

16 April 2012 UNSC met up with MINURSO troop-contributing
countries.

19 April 2017 UNSC held a meeting with troop- and police-contributing
countries to MINURSO

13 November 2020 Morocco cracked down on peaceful protestors in support of
Sahrawi independence.

Previous Attempts at Solving the Issue

https://www.hrw.org/middle-east/n-africa/morocco/western-sahara


1- General Assembly Resolution 2072: Requested Spain to immediately decolonize Western
Sahara. Decolonization explicitly meant leaving the governance of the territory to the locals,
as the ICJ ruled that as Western Sahara was a territory which Spain could not “hand over” to
any parties because of its status.

2- General Assembly Resolution 2229: It is the first resolution that requested Spain to hold a
referendum.

3- UNSC Resolution 380: Requested Morocco to immediately withdraw the Green March.
Morocco didn’t comply claiming it presented no threat and was a march of brotherhood.

4- Settlement Plan: It was a plan proposed by the UN-OAU. It was agreed to by both parties.
It called for a referendum and a ceasefire.

5- Establishment of MINURSO: Established to monitor the ceasefire and monitor and prepare
for the referendum. It was suspended, and its mandate was extended several times (this means
extending the time it has to finish its responsibilities), latest in UNSC Resolution S/RES/2548
where it was extended until 31 October 2021.

6- Baker Plan II: It called for a referendum in which Moroccan settlers would be counted,
after a transitional period whose government would be elected by the PVLs. Morocco
rejected the plan whereas POLISARIO accepted it.

7- UN Sponsored Talks: 4 of these occurred. They brought parties together and had them
negotiate. Nothing concrete came out of them.

Possible Solutions (draft)

1- Union territory  of any of the country nearby

2- Programs and groups aiming at gathering international support, akin to the Group of
Friends, could be considered.

3- Measures for making a referendum could be strengthened and improved further.

4- Setting up a special force/team/ organization to collect primary data or census focusing on
their economic sect and occupation and trying to improve it.

5- Creating special economic zones (SEZ) in a way to attract developed nations to invest
under UN supervision and helping the people to get better recognition around the world.-
would help in modernization and formation of cities/ urbanization.

6- Setting up local self governance with elections at a small level, for instance at a small
village level.



Useful Links

https://minurso.unmissions.org/background

https://peacemaker.un.org/mauritania-morocco-spain-principles75

https://peacekeeping.un.org/en/mission/minurso

https://www.globalpolicy.org/security-council/index-of-countries-on-the-security-council-age
nda/western-sahara.html

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents/western-sahara/

https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/sr166.pdf

https://www.un.org/africarenewal/news/western-sahara-peaceful-solution%E2%80%99-confli
ct-possible-says-un-envoy

https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/un-documents/western-sahara/

https://www.un.org/en/sc/repertoire/75-80/Chapter%208/75-80_08-5-Western%20Sahara.pdf

https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/repertoire/africa
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