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Hello fellow delegates; as one of the co-chairs of DISEC, I want to welcome you all to this 
conference and our committee. I am Alara and I will be serving not only as a chair but also as 
a consultant for all delegates. Please do not hesitate to ask questions to either me or the 
other chair members of the committee. We would love to answer your questions and guide 
you throughout the conference. Throughout these three days (the fourth day being the 
General Assembly), we will be debating on three topics; which require hard work, detailed 
research and endeavor. Your resolutions should be well detailed, consider each and every 
aspect of the issue and give reasonable solution proposals. These qualities of course goes for 
each topic that we are going to discuss. I hope all of you to have an unforgettable experience 
here in ACMUN and would like to wish you good luck!  

INTRODUCTION  

Regarding political science (and therefore international relations) there are two main           
movements which guide governments on their regime. While liberalism and realism are the             
two main movements, there are some other movements to be considered by governments             
which help liberalism and realism to gain a well thought form. Those movements could be               
listed as feminism, Marxism,... and such. The Democratic Peace Theory is one of those              



movements to be considered by governments and is the one that the DISEC Committee will               
be debating on.  

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS  

Democratic Peace Theory: The term Democratic Peace Theory was first used by the German              
thinker Immanuel Kant. This thought of his was first seen in his “Perpetual Peace”. He had                
this vision in which he advocated that liberal regimes were pacific and therefore the nations               
which are ruled by democracy would remain peaceful with each other. (Further analysis will              
be presented to the delegates in the “Overview” section.)  

Liberalism: Liberalism, according to the Oxford Dictionary, is “A political ideology centred            
upon the individual, thought of as possessing rights against the government, including rights             
of due process under the law, equality of respect, freedom of expression and action, and               
freedom from religious and ideological constraint.” Since the Democratic Peace Theory is            
dependent on ideologies of liberalism, it is important for the delegates to have a thorough idea                
upon this movement.  

Realism: Realism in politics (political realism) is a theory of political philosophy which aims to               
explain, model and prescribe political relations. It can be briefly explained as a tool to study                
and practice international politics. It is important for the delegates to know and understand the               
factors of realism in order to answer some of the criticisms made towards the Democratic               
Peace Theory since one of the critics is about realism and it’s relation with Democratic Peace                
Theory. This criticism is explained to the delegates under the sub- heading of the chair report                
stated as “Causes and Effects”.  

Political Freedom: Since Democratic Peace Theory is dependent on ideologies of not only             
liberalism but also political freedom, it is important for the delegates to fully understand the               
meaning of it. The discussions of political freedom have rotated in two themes; one being the                
French Revolution’s famous slogan “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” and the other being           
Benjamin Constant’s “the liberty of the ancients and the liberty of moderns”. As the name               
offers, “political freedom” is the ability of the nation’s citizens to participate freely and actively               
in the political processes of the country they belong.  

OVERVIEW  



As asserted by Kant, the Democratic Peace Theory stands by the belief that the countries that                
follow through a liberal-democratic regime are more likely to remain peaceful. There are             
several reasons behind this inference of Kant and other 18th century thinkers and the              
tendency of democratic countries to remain peaceful.  
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The first reason would be the fact that the democratic countries are dependent of their 
citizens. Since the citizens are the ones who choose their president, mayor,... and such; they 
also (usually) have the power to declare their thoughts upon legislative decisions to declare 
war or not. That shows that in democratic countries; declaring war requires, in addition to 
legislative approval, citizen support. The second reason would be related to the right of 
voting. As stated before, since the citizens have the right to vote, the elected leaders would 
be responsible for all human and financial war losses of the country. The huge responsibility 
of those elected would force them to always consider war if there is no other way of solving 
the current issue at hand. The third reason is the tendency of political leaders of democracies 
to support the creation of diplomatic institutions for resolving international tensions, which 
would help the relations between governments to grow for the better. The fourth reason for 
the inference Kant and other 18th century thinkers have made is that the democracies rarely 
view countries with similar policies and form of government as hostile. The fifth and last 
reason is that the democracies prefer to avoid war to preserve their resources and therefore 
possess more wealth than other states.  

However; although Democratic Peace Theory holds that the democratic countries are less 
likely to go to war, many criticisms have been made towards the theory.  

Causes and Effects:  

Even though it has been recorded that there have been no wars during the 20th century and 
therefore it is claimed that democracies rarely fight each other as stated by the Democratic 
Peace Theory, some were afraid that the theory alone was not enough to maintain a peaceful 
world and even thought that democratic peace did not even exist. Some say that the peace 
during the 19th and 20th centuries was actually because of the Industrial Revolution and 
nothing more. The question of why those critics state that it was because of the Industrial 
Revolution is simple; the economic stability made any and all countries (those ruled by 
democracy and non-democratic governments) to maintain peace. Modernization led the 
countries to provide higher standards of living and therefore modernized countries did not 
have the urge to dominate other countries. The theory, as mentioned before, is also criticized 



for not being enough to answer all of the questions at hand. One of those questions would be 
to present a cause and effect relationship considering war and other types of governments 
which have not adopted democracy as a regime to follow, in addition to give a detailed 
explanation of the definitions of both “democracy” and “war”. Another criticism towards the 
theory is that democracies actually are not the very reason for the world to become peaceful 
but rather is the evolution of power and how it has been used by the authorities. Those 
advocating this thought actually are positive that “liberal democratic peace” is related to 
realism and it’s factors (such as but not limited to military, economic alliances between 
democratic governments,...)  

Evaluation of Other Issues:  

Since the Democratic Peace Theory clearly showed (in 19th and 20th centuries) the world              
that it was possible to have a war-free, peaceful environment; even if faced many criticisms, it                
is clear that democracies (and therefore following a democratic regime) should be considered             
by each and every country; especially those countries which are ruled by monarchies.Kant             

has stated that nations with constitutional republic governments are less 3  
likely to go to war, as the reasons of this inference has been explained in the”Overview”                
section. However, in monarchies, the situation may differ since the kings and queens of a               
monarchy have the power to unilaterally declare war. Therefore it could be said that it is also                 
important for the monarchies to be eliminated to maintain a peaceful world.  

RELEVANT ACTORS AND BODIES:  

France: As mentioned before, France has played a big role and made a huge difference               
regarding politics. This was of course because of the French Revolution and the ideologies of               
the citizens. It is important for the delegates to fully understand the philosophy behind              
“Liberty, Equality, Fraternity” since these three words actually have the capacity to describe             
what democracy is. The famous slogan of French Revolution is therefore important for the              
delegates. Other than the slogan, the history of the revolution may also play an essential role                
throughout the thinking process of solution proposals since the ideas of the citizens may help               
the delegates to fully understand what the subjects of one nation want.  

United Nations: The UN is of course one body to be considered by the delegates. Since                
democracy is a core value for the UN, the delegates are highly encouraged to check what has                 
been done by the UN regarding human rights, development, peace and security of all nations.               
The following sub-bodies are also important for the delegates to consider.  



United Nations Development Programme (UNDP): the sub-body UNDP focuses on three           
broad development challenges; (1) eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, (2)             
accelerating structural transformations for sustainable development, (3) building resilience to          
crises and shocks.  

United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF): the sub-body UNDEF, welcomed by the A/            
RES/60/1, is working for the promotion of human rights, empowering of civil society and              
encouraging the participation of all groups in democratic processes.  

The Department of Peace Operations (DPO): The DPO is responsible for the UN 
peacekeeping operations and their planning, preparation, management and direction.  

The Department of Political Peacebuilding Affairs (DPPA): The DPPA is the sub-body of UN              
which tries to prevent and resolve any possible deadly conflicts around the world and              
therefore is important for the international peace and security.  

The Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR): The OHCHR is the office               
of UN which promotes and protects the human rights against any and all violations towards               
them.  

United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and Empowerment of Women (UN Women): UN             
Women was established to protect women and their equality against humanity since human             
rights issues have gender dimensions. The actions taken by UN Women consider leadership             
and political participation, economic empowerment, ending violence against women, peace          
and security, humanitarian actions, youth, governance and national planning, HIV and AIDS.  

European Union: The European Union has a policy in which they fully support democracy and 

peace in the world. The fundamental values that the EU are based on democracy and 4  
the rule of law and want to promote their policies both internally and externally. Therefore the                
EU is another body the delegates should consider since they have the policy to bring               
democracy and peace to the world; which is what the Democratic Peace Theory exactly              
wants to achieve.  

TREATIES AND INITIATIVES:  



1832 Monroe Doctrine: The 1832 Monroe Doctrine plays an important role on the issue since               
the Democratic Peace Theory was not only evolved from the writings of Kant bu also the                
adoptions of the 1832 Monroe Doctrine by the United States. The importance of this doctrine               
is because it declares that the “Old World” and “New World” have different systems and               
therefore must remain as distinct spheres. Four basic points were made; (1) the US would not                
interfere in the internal affairs of or the wars between European Powers, (2) the US               
recognized and would not interfere with existing colonies and dependencies in the Western             
Hemisphere, (3) the Western Hemisphere was closed to future colonization, (4) any attempt             
by a European power to oppress or control any nation in the Western Hemisphere would be                
viewed as a hostile act against the US.  

TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS  

1795 “Perpetual Peace” by Kant was published, the Democratic Peace Theory  
started to catch many thinkers’ attention.  

1832 Monroe Doctrine by the US  

1898 Spanish-American War (the Monarchy of Spain was defeated)  

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS  

One of the possible solutions would be to firstly consider all the criticisms made regarding the                
Democratic Peace Theory. Since it could be seen that a war-free world may be accomplished               
by means of the theory, the role for the delegates is to clear all of the questions asked by                   
critics. These questions being uncertainty whether the theory would be enough to solve the              
issue, some unanswered worries of the critics and little flaws of the theory; the delegates               
should consider each and every W-H questions to understand the critics’ thoughts upon the              
issue. It is with no doubt that great solution ideas comes from understanding the thoughts of                
others. Only then it is possible to come up with effective solution ideas which will both satisfy                 
any and all nations, critics and the citizens. Another solution would be the delegates to try to                 
enhance the theory with regards to the criticisms. Since only answering the questions of the               
critics would not be enough for the solution of the issue, the delegates are highly encouraged                



to think of the theory’s philosophy and try to enhance it considering not only the criticisms but                 
also considering what has happened  
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throughout history. While thinking of solution proposals to enhance the theory and answer the              
questions asked towards it, the delegates should also consider that even criticized deeply, the              
peace between 19th and 20th centuries is a huge success of the theory and therefore should                
think of how they may make democracy applicable for all countries for the creation of a                
peaceful world.  

USEFUL LINKS AND SOURCES  

Some useful links to get the research started;  

https://www.oxfordbibliographies.com/view/document/obo-9780199756223/ 
obo-9780199756223-0014.xml 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2018/628271/ 
EPRS_BRI(2018)628271_EN.pdf 
https://www.un.org/en/sections/issues-depth/democracy/index.html  

REFERENCES https://www.thoughtco.com/democratic-peace-theory-4769410 
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803100103823 
https://www.britannica.com/topic/realism-political-and-social-science 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/computer-science/political-freedom 
https://www.povertycure.org/learn/issues/foundations-human-flourishing/political-free
dom https://www.britannica.com/event/Monroe-Doctrine 
https://www.un.org/democracyfund/about-undef 
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/three-development-settings.html 
https://dppa.un.org/en/what-we-do https://www.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do  
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