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Dear Delegates of the Second, Economic 
and Financial Committee of ACMUN 
2020, 
 
My name is Kerem Doğan, I am an 11th 
grader at TED Ankara College Foundation 
School and I will be serving as one of the 
deputy chairs throughout the conference. 
It will be my third chairing experience, it 
will be my 9th MUN experience, and 
second ACMUN. I am extremely excited to 
come back to a conference again as a 
student officer. I am really interested in 
politics, diplomacy, finance, and history 
and that is the main reason why I attend 
MUN conferences. Apart from that, I am 
interested and involved in sports and I am 
playing volleyball. My other interests 

include technology, gaming, traveling, and commercial aviation. I hope this will be an 
inspiring, fun and valuable experience for all of you and I am looking forward to meeting all 
of you at ACMUN 2020!  
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INTRODUCTION 

Natural disasters can be devastating for the affected community, including humans, nature, 
and infrastructure. Disasters like earthquakes, sinkholes, erosion, blizzards, floods, 
wildfires, tsunamis, cyclones, hurricanes, tornadoes, volcanic eruptions, droughts, famines, 
heat waves, and many other geologic events take thousands of lives each year while driving 
much more people out of their homes. As the impact of natural disasters is devastating for 
the affected region, aid given in the aftermath of natural disasters is crucial for the region 
and the community in order to reconstruct and develop.  
 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 
Gross National Income (GNI): The sum of a country’s gross domestic product (GDP) plus 
net income (positive or negative) from abroad.[6] 
 
Foreign Aid: Foreign aid, the international transfer of capital, goods, or services from a 
country or international organization for the benefit of the recipient country or its population. 
Aid can be economic, military, or emergency humanitarian (e.g., aid given following natural 
disasters).[7] 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

In the last 20 years from 2018, disasters like earthquakes, tsunamis, volcanic eruptions, 
wildfires, floods, cyclones, hurricanes, tornadoes, blizzards, droughts, famines, heat waves, 
and many other geologic events killed roughly 1.3 million people with a decrease of 200 
thousand from the years 1980-2000 when 1.5 million people lose their lives due to natural 
disasters and 4.4 billion people were injured, homeless or in need of emergency assistance 
worldwide, according to the United Nations[8]. Economic losses from these natural disasters 
average between $250 billion and $300 billion per year, which is expected to increase in the 
future drastically as due to climate change many of the natural disasters like floods, wildfires, 
hurricanes, tornadoes, droughts, famines and heat waves are becoming much more 
common and ordinary. The economic impact of natural disasters is much more significant 
for the Less Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) than the More Economically 
Developed Countries (MEDCs) as LEDCs have less developed systems to combat natural 
disasters like wildfires, famines, and floods while they are more vulnerable to earthquakes 
and geologic events as their building and city planning technologies are not as developed 
as the MEDCs’ building and city planning technologies. Aid after natural disasters for the 
affected people is always required somehow but this gap between the economic impact of 
natural disasters creates the requirement of foreign aid for the affected countries which are 
often the LEDCs. The amount of aid given by governments vary country by country, in 
2014[4] the United States of America donated most at 32 billion USD but its percentage on 
gross national income was just 0.19%. The highest aid provider by the percentage of gross 
national income was Egypt with 1.7% in 2014. However, these figures are for general 
humanitarian aid and it is not the amount only for natural disasters aid. 
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As stated in the Charter of the United Nations, "to achieve international co-operation in 
solving international problems of an economic, social, cultural, or humanitarian character." 
As an organization that was formed in the aftermath of World War 2, the United Nations 
pioneered the rebuilding process after World War 2, and they continue to do so in the 
aftermath of natural disasters.[11] UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) findings 
show that low- and middle-income countries’ citizens are seven times more likely to die 
because of a natural disaster than the citizens of developed nations. The aid is provided in 
many ways which can be distribution of basic necessities like food and water, medical 
support, financial aid to the local government, providing education in order to prevent 
children to lose their education rights and many others. The aid is provided by nations, 
NGOs, IGOs and the United Nations. These aids can be funded by the nations’ own fundings 
or individuals can donate to non-profit NGOs and IGOs in order to let them deliver aid to the 
people in need after natural disasters. Nations also send aid in cases of natural disasters to 
improve or maintain good relations with other nations however sometimes donor nations try 
to change the affected nations’ political views by sending them aid after natural disasters. 
 
Causes and Effects: 
 
Natural disasters have different causes and different classifications. [2]. There are four main 
types of natural disasters which are; geological disasters which are avalanches, landslides, 
earthquakes, sinkholes, and volcanic eruptions; hydrological disasters that are caused by 
the change in distribution or movement of Earth’s water which are floods, tsunamis, and 
limnic eruptions; meteorological disasters which are cyclones, blizzards, hailstorms, ice 
storms, cold waves, heat waves, droughts, thunderstorms, and tornadoes;  and wildfires. 
The causes of these natural disasters are natural and without human control but, human 
activity has a great impact on the amount of occurrence of these disasters. Even though 
wildfires are the only type of natural disasters that can be directly caused by human activity 
which are negligence and arson, human activities are affecting meteorological patterns, thus 
increasing the occurrence of meteorological disasters. This increase in meteorological 
disasters also increases landslides and floods. As climate change develops, those natural 
disasters are becoming much more common increasing the number of affected people each 
year. This increases the requirement of aid for natural disasters as climate change 
increases. Effects of aid aftermath natural disasters are positive and foreign aid is often seen 
vital after natural disasters as the nations that face natural disasters become weak politically 
if they land all their resources on the affected region by not accepting foreign aid.  
 
 
Evaluation of Other Issues: 
 
Disproportionate Impact on Women  
 
Due to the social, cultural, economic and political aspects of Less Economically Developed 
Countries, women are often affected more by natural disasters. Women are commonly 
staying at home as they are seen as the people that are responsible for caregiving and 
chores. As a result, there are more women than men who die in natural disasters like 
earthquakes in LEDCs. Another example is the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami where more 
women died as fewer women knew how to swim.  
 

RELEVANT ACTORS AND BODIES: 
 
UNDRR(United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction[1]: 
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UNDRR, formerly known as UNISDR, is working in order to implement the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030. They help countries in order to 
implement the framework and to monitor and share the risk reduction ways. According to 
UNDRR, in the 1960s the UN focused mostly on specific natural disasters, then between 
1970 and 1986 they worked for the assistance in cases of natural disasters, the 90s were 
set as the International Decade For Natural Disaster Reduction and on December 22, 1999, 
UNDRR was established. 

 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs[2]: 
 
OCHA, formerly(1972-1992) known as the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief 

Coordinator and (1992-1999) the United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs, was 
established in 1972 with the aim of coordinating international aid to the countries that were 
struck by natural disasters. OHCA works closely with the United Nations Development 
Programme. OHCA acts as an information coordination center, directs UN assistance and 
mobilizes aid from nongovernmental organizations such as the International Red Cross. 

 
Americares[5]: 
 
Americares is a US-based, nonprofit organization that serves in countries that are in 

need which are affected by natural disasters, economic and humanitarian crisis and wars. 
They provide emergency response, access to medicine, clinical services, and community 
health. Since 1979, when it was founded, Americares has delivered more than 17 billion 
USD for quality medical aid and innovative health programs to 164 countries. They serve 
more than 90 countries that are in need each year. 

 
UNICEF[9]: 
 
UNICEF is a sub body of the United Nations that provides children and families with 

disaster relief in cases of conflicts and natural disasters. In 2018 UNICEF responded to 285 
humanitarian situations in 90 different countries and helped 6.9 million children to get access 
to education in emergencies. They are also capable of providing aid within 72 hours to 
anywhere in the world in case of an emergency. 

 
United Nations Development Programme[12]: 
 
UNDP was formed in 1965 to help countries eliminate poverty and achieve 

sustainable development economically and socially. They provide knowledge and economic 
aid after natural disasters in order to help affected nations maintain development after 
natural disasters. 

 
World Food Programme[10] 
 
Helping 86.7 million people in around 83 countries every year, WFP is a humanitarian 

organization saving lives by delivering food assistance in emergencies like natural disasters 
and working with communities to improve the nutrition of locals. 
 

TREATIES AND INITIATIVES: 
 
Resolution 2717 
[1970] 
 



5 

Resolution 2717 invites Secretary-General to submit recommendations on pre-disaster 
planning at both national and international levels, the application of technology and scientific 
research for the control and prevention of natural disasters. 
 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
[World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, 2015] 
 
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction was adopted by UN member states between 
the 14th and 18th of March in 2015 and endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly 
in June 2015. It creates the foundations of the UNDRR and it aims to decrease the number 
of affected people by natural disasters, thus decreasing the need for aid, in many ways like 
preventing the increase of climate change. 
 

SPECIFIC ANALYSIS ON RELEVANT CONFLICTS AND PROBLEMS: 
 
The Worst Disasters Don’t Always Get the Most Aid[3] 
 
The aid that is given to a natural disaster relies heavily on the media coverage for the 
civilians from unaffected, wealthy countries and on political interests for the donor nations. 
An example of the situation is the 2010 Pakistan floods. These floods affected more people 
than the 2010 Haiti earthquake, 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami, 2005 Pakistan earthquake 
combined. However, the media coverage was less for the flood as it is much less interesting 
for some people as it floods less immediate than earthquakes so Pakistan received 16.36 
USD per person affected whereas the Pakistan earthquake received 388.33 USD and the 
Indian Ocean tsunami received 1,249.80 USD per person affected. 
 
Corruption 
 
LEDCs get affected by natural disasters much heavily than MEDCs and require more aid in 
the aftermath of natural disasters. When the aid is provided to the population directly through 
IGOs, NGOs, UN and its sub bodies acting on the natural disaster site the aid gets where it 
needs to be however it serves much fewer people than aid that is provided by the local 
government with foreign financial support but in cases of foreign aid to the governments of 
the LEDCs, there are often controversies about if the aid is really used for the natural 
disaster aid as the governments of LEDCs are often mismanaged and corrupt. 
 

TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS 
 

1965 Alarmed by significant natural disasters like 1962 Buyin-Zara 
earthquake in Iran that killed more than 12,000 people, 1963 
Skoplje, Yugoslavia earthquake that killed more than 1,200 people 
and the hurricane at Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, 
Jamaica, and Trinidad and Tobago that killed at least 7,193 people 
while leaving thousands homeless, the United Nations General 
Assembly accepted the resolution 2034 which requests Member 
States to inform the Secretary-General about what type of 
emergency assistance or aid they can offer in cases of natural 
disasters. 
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1968 After a severe, 7.4 magnitude, earthquake in Iran killing more 
10,000 people with resolution 2378, the General Assembly 
requested the Secretary-General and specialized agencies to 
reconstruct the devastated areas with the available funding. 

1970 Resolution 2717 about assistance in cases of natural disasters 

1971 Creation of the United Nations Disaster Relief Office with the 
resolution 2816 

1981 The General Assembly Resolution 36/225 "Stresses the need to 
take full advantage of the information provided by existing early-
warning monitoring systems that have been developed to 
strengthen the capacity of the UN systems in responding to natural 
disasters... and to coordinate... all relevant early-warning 
systems." 

1990-1999 International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 

2015 Sendai World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction 

 
 
 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 
Should there be a single fund for all the nations to create in order to disregard political 
interests? 
 
Should all nations donate equal percentages of their gross national income? 
 
Should the usage of financial aid provided to governments be tracked? 
 
 

USEFUL LINKS AND SOURCES 
 
https://www.undrr.org/about-undrr/history 
https://www.preventionweb.net/files/43291_sendaiframeworkfordrren.pdf 
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