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 I am İdil Sakaoğlu, I am currently an eleventh grader, studying at TED Ankara 
College. I always enjoyed debating which is why I started doing MUN in the first place. I also 
am interested in politics and dealing with such issues is what kept me motivated to attend 
more conferences.  
 
General Assembly’s sixth committee, as the name itself suggests, deals with legal issues. 
Whether we are aware of it or not laws play a great role in maintaining the peace and security 
of the world around us. The sixth committee aims to find solutions to issues that are either 
based on international agreements or that will work as a guideline for a possible agreement. 
As the world is changing, new needs and problems arise which seeks a rule-based 
response. In that case, the sixth committee also works to improve and fill in the legal gaps 
caused by the rapid change. 
 
Bearing this in mind, I hope that the solutions proposals for all the issues in the committee 
will have the quality of a legal response. The topics of the committee require delegates to 
have a thorough understanding to some extent which can be attained with the chair reports 
and also personal research. Furthermore, my expectation would be to have beneficial and 
“fruitful” debates. 
 

INTRODUCTION 

 Second-hand knowledge can be briefly defined as the knowledge gained without 
direct insight, observation and experience, hence the term second hand. This type of 
knowledge consists of schools, the internet, the news media and also the local or national 
knowledge one attained throughout the years that depend on culture. To give an example, 
a person goes to school every weekday for a long period of time of their lives, or if a person 
needs to fact check something they usually use search engines or sometimes the library or 
the fact that there are many news articles around us both online and in real life that have 
the ability to update us on what is going on with the world and the part we need to know.  
 
 In conclusion, whether we realize it or not, we tend to rely more on second-hand 
knowledge, as it is more available to us in our daily lives. As they are the major source we 
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can reach, their availability and the reliance we have towards them causes us to give too 
much power to these sources. That is one of the reasons why the school systems are rarely 
changed, or why we do not ever question textbooks on natural sciences, or why people are 
deeply connected to their traditions, it is because these sources have too much power on 
us that we do not bother to stop and question. In addition to their power, the gullible nature 
of humankind also paves the way of manipulation and encourages the dishonest usage of 
power by the authorities.  
 
 Manipulation is a frequently addressed and criticized issue regarding the news media 
as it is a sign of dishonesty, misuse of authority and in some cases even corruption. 
Manipulation occurs when the audience does not pay adequate attention, or care enough to 
question the accuracy of the news they are presented, the media organs take control over 
the situation and present the news to their advantage. When people are exposed to 
manipulated or fake news for a period of time, it can change the way people perceive reality. 
 
 The frequent usage of social media in our daily lives is another thing that brings up 
the issue of manipulation of news. With social media, anyone can share and publish a story 
with the whole world and however, they choose or want to tell it. Even though this supports 
the idea of free speech to some extent, with any person or organization having access to 
such power can trigger fake news to spread in an unexpectedly rapid way. 

 
 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 
Agenda Setting: Agenda setting refers to the way people are influenced by the news media 
regarding which news carries more importance.  
  
Framing: Framing is the way a piece of news is presented to the audience, which consists 
of the tone of the language, word choices, and pictures in general.  
 
Sensationalism bias: The news media choosing to cover a more dramatic story with the 
intention of attracting more readers. 
 
Bad news bias: The tendency of the news media to present bad news more than the good 
ones. 
 
Ad Hominem: The bias in which a person’s character or reputation is attacked instead of 
their ideas and arguments. 
 
Observer Effect: The term is used both in natural sciences and also psychology and 
sociology. It refers to the idea that the act of observing will influence the phenomenon that 
is being observed.  

 

OVERVIEW 
 
It would not be wrong to say that manipulation of the news has been present for a very long 
time in the history of humankind. As this topic consists of many issues and not major turning 
points dealing with a historical timeline would not be beneficial. However, it may be helpful 
to know some important historical examples of media manipulation to reach a better 
understanding of its development over the centuries.  United States War of Independence 
took place between 1775 and 1783, between Great Britain's North American colonies and 
the colonial government in the US. When he heard peace talks were negotiable, Benjamin 
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Franklin decided to publish a fake newspaper, directed at the Native Americans to show 
them as cruel and savages. An even older example of manipulation is the fake 
documentation done by the Catholic Church. In the eight century, the Church produced a 
document called “The Donation of Constantine” which claimed that it was written in the 4th 
century and Emperor Constantine had given his power on land and political control to Pope 
Sylvester I. The document was used to take control over some land and was not questioned 
until the 15th century. It was realized that the document contained words and sentence 
structures that were non-existent in the 4th century. [1] 
 
Bearing these in mind, manipulation has not stopped over the years in fact with the 
development of technology it has increased and people found new ways to incorporate it. It 
turned into a technique that can massively change people's opinions on a group or an 
ideology. Not only that, but politicians started to make connections as they started to see 
media manipulation as a way to win an election. These unethical actions still affect the trust 
people have on the integrity of journalists and the news they share. A new aspect of the 
issue is social media and the fact that everyone has now a platform to speak with social 
media. According to research conducted by the University of Oxford's Oxford Internet 
Institute, the usage of social media for computational propaganda has doubled since 2017 
with the usage of manipulated media and fake followers in 45 countries in order to gain 
voters. Keeping in mind the controversial actions carried out by Facebook, it still remains as 
the platform of choice for such propaganda. [2] 
 
 
Causes and Effects: 
 
It is important not just to know the biases used in media but also to be aware of the effects 
they have on society. Through agenda setting, we are influenced by our thoughts on what 
carries more importance. To elaborate, sensationalism bias gives the idea of what is more 
dramatic is more important to the audience whereas bad news bias makes people believe 
that the important things that are happening in the world are only negative. Another bias that 
is used is national bias, which disables people from knowing the importance of global issues 
and focuses only on the issues of their country. A criticism for the work of photojournalists 
is the observer effect, the effect suggests that the photographers' presence would affect the 
situation itself which paves the way of staged photographs. Thus, agenda-setting and all the 
biases that can be categorized under it directly affect our perception of reality and accuracy. 
The usage of framing is what unconsciously affects the audience, and causes stigmatization. 
Ad Hominem, which is used usually for political benefits can cause discrimination and 
stigmatization of a specific group in society. Another technique used in framing is to use the 
ambiguity of language as an advantage and also using vague word choices such as many, 
most, high, low. It is also known that in terms of framing, photojournalists add, omit, or 
combine photographs in a way that it will tell a whole different story and distort the reality. 
[3] 
 
Another relation to keep in mind is the relationship between corruption and free press. 
Corruption refers to the dishonest, illegal, unethical behaviors and actions carried out by 
authority figures like the government. This can be in the ways of people or organizations 
bribing governments, bribing or suppressing the justice system for own interests, increase 
in tax evasions and many more. Every country is prone to corruption, it is the actions taken 
that eradicates such problems in some countries. In this case, freedom of the press plays a 
crucial role as only a free and independent press has enough people to call out the wrong 
actions that are being carried out by the government. It can be seen in corrupt countries that 
the press is suppressed in order to keep governments’ illegal and unethical actions hidden. 



4 

  
Photos taken by Ruben Salvadori show how staged photographs can be used to tell a 
different story than the reality  
 
 
Evaluation of Other Issues:  
 
Discrimination: The usage of media to attack a group or a person directly rather than their 
argument can create an illusion in the people's mind that, a certain group or person and their 
ideology is not logical and bad. The frequent usage of Ad Hominem in the news media 
creates a bias in people's minds unconsciously whether it is about a race, gender, religion 
or politic group. A recent and great example of this is China using social media platforms in 
order to distort the real purpose of the Hong Kong protests. 
 
The Integrity of Elections: The relationship between news media and political parties is clear 
in many countries. Though magazines or writers may represent an ideology to some extent, 
it is unethical for them to use ideologies for certain advantages and their own interests. In 
countries that are having issues with freedom of press, media directly affects the integrity of 
elections. Another thing that causes problems with the integrity of elections is the countries 
that try to meddle with elections by social media platforms. 
 
The Integrity of Journalists and Photographers: It is impossible to find someone who is 
completely unbiased. However, this does not justify the biased actions of the media because 
no matter what the goal of a journalist is to strive to come up with the news that is as near 
as they can be to be referred to as unbiased. Unfortunately, the relations that media has 
with politicians limit the independence and accuracy of the news. Another problem is 
photojournalists as they are the ones that use observation effect and stage, omit, add or 
combine photographs in order to deceive people. 
 
 

RELEVANT ACTORS AND BODIES: 
 
Data&Society: Data&Society is an independent research institute with the aim of 

conducting research to collect and present unbiased data. One of their projects is the Media 
Manipulation Initiative which is supported by the funds of the Craig Newmark Philanthropies, 
the Ford Foundation, the News Integrity Initiative, and others. Their main goal with this 
research is to introduce the connection of technology, society and manipulated media by 
sharing annual reports on various topics. 
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Craig Newmark Graduate School of Journalism: This publicly funded graduate school 
aims to teach the new generation of journalists that are "skilled, ethically minded and 
diverse". An important project of theirs is the News Integrity Initiative which focuses on the 
goal of journalists who are people of color to have equal opportunity. Even though this does 
not seem to have a direct connection with the issue, if there are still people who are not 
being properly represented or given a voice because of their ethnicity that means that the 
media is already racially biased. 

 
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization): 

UNESCO is a sub-body under the UN that not only works for protecting world heritage sites 
and promoting education but also public access to information and freedom of press. 

 
TREATIES AND INITIATIVES: 

 

International Conference on Media Manipulation, Fake News and Disinformation: is an 
upcoming set of conferences which will take place in 15 cities including Rio de Janeiro  
 
World Press Freedom Conference: will be held between the 22nd and 24th of April 2020 by 
UNESCO in Hague, the Netherlands. 
 
Sustainable Development Goals: Adopted in 2015 by all member states, Sustainable 
Development Goals is a global initiative that aims to solve urgent world problems such as 
health, education, and poverty. Goal 16 which promotes "Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions" has the target 16.10 that works to promote public access to information. This 
target has an important indicator regarding the topic which is 16.10.12 that aims to increase 
the number of countries that guarantee public access to information by the implementation 
of laws or policies.  
 

 
SPECIFIC ANALYSIS ON RELEVANT CONFLICTS AND PROBLEMS: 
 
Hong Kong Protests: The extradition bill which was presented in April 2019 received a lot of 
criticism as people thought the bill was violating the rights of Hongkongers to a fair trial and 
proper treatment. The bill escalated a set of large scale protests by the Hongkongers that 
ended in violence. It was verified by social media platforms like Facebook, Twitter, and 
YouTube that China was showing efforts to spread false information regarding the on-going 
protests. The aim of the posts and advertisements that were posted on various platforms 
was to show protesters as violent and dangerous people. An example of such a post is the 
comparison done between the protesters and ISIS fighter which read with the slogan of 
“Even though the weapons are different, the outcome is the same!”. [5] 
 
2016 Elections in the United States: A report put together by the University of Oxford's 
Computational Propaganda Project and the social network analysis firm Graphika, was 
released by the US Senate. The report made claims upon Russia’s efforts to use a wide 
range of social media platforms in order to affect the outcome of the election in favor of the 
Republican Party’s candidate Donald Trump.[6] 
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TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS 
 

8th century Catholic Church puts together a fake document. 

1782 Benjamin Franklin creates a fake issue of a Boston newspaper 

2013 The "Time" magazine was called out for making radically different 
covers for the US and other regions. An example of that is the latest 
September issue in which Asia, Europe, Middle East, and Africa 
and South Pacific had all covers about Vladimir Putin whereas the 
US’ cover was about college athletes. This is an example of how 
agenda setting can change what society considers important.[7] 

2016 US 
elections 

Claims were made that Russia used social media platforms to 
affect US voters. 

9 June 
2019 

First Hong Kong protest on a larger scale took place. This triggered 
China to use social media platforms to make protesters look violent 
and harmful to the world. 

 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 
A lot of times social media platforms are criticized for being too slow on issues of propaganda 
and false news. Hence, a response-mechanism can be created in order to act faster in such 
situations. However, if this mechanism will be followed by or compatible with all social media 
platforms should be discussed alongside whether this mechanism will be a direct response 
mechanism or just for control. The need for an independent and unbiased research 
organization should also be considered when writing solution proposals. Another thing to 
keep in mind is the fact that no matter what, this issue seeks people who are not afraid to 
question the information they are being presented and also journalists that are allowed to 
speak their minds. 

 
USEFUL LINKS AND SOURCES 
 

● https://www.allsides.com/media-bias/how-to-spot-types-of-media-bias 
● http://www.rubensalvadori.com/index.php/project/photojournalism-behind-the-

scenes/  
● https://rsf.org/en/ranking# 
● https://spotlightstories.co/32-examples-media-manipulating-truth/ 
● https://www.forbes.com/sites/ryanholiday/2012/07/16/what-is-media-

manipulation-a-definition-and-explanation/#586e48c83939 
● https://www.allsides.com/sites/default/files/11%20Types%20of%20Media%20Bi

as-AllSides.pdf 
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