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INTRODUCTION 

 There are various penalties, depending on the judicial system of the countries, to 
sentence sexual crimes.  The death penalty and the life sentence are very controversial 
sentences today as well as it was in the past.  

To start with the death penalty, the supporters of the sentence believe that the death 
penalty is just and is a necessary punishment for crimes committed against human rights. 
It is the right of every person to live safely and freely, without any harm. However, sexual 
crimes such as rape and assault are still committed and these crimes violate peoples’ 
rights. To bring justice, sexual criminals must be punished in a rightful way that can deter 
future crimes. The retentionists argue that the death sentence is a just penalty to protect 
peoples’ lives by ensuring that sexual criminals do not harm anyone again. 

 However, the abolishers argue that sentencing sexual criminals with death deny their right 
to life and the right to life is the most important and the initial right of a person. Besides, 
the death penalty is highly criticized for irreversibility and considered as discriminatory 
against the minorities and the poor. The abolishers argue that it may lead to the execution 
of innocent people and due to its irreversibility there is no return. Also, the supporters of 
abolition argue that the death penalty is used as a political tool to have control over the 
public. 
 
Today, in general, there is support through abolition, with all countries in the world 
progressing the issue. The United Nations entertained many resolutions that call for the 
universal ban on capital punishment.  Most of the countries, as well as the Member States, 
favor the abolition of the death penalty. Although some States opposed the abolition of it, 
recently many of the opponents have abolished it or have imposed a moratorium on the 
usage of it. However, there are still some countries supporting the retention of the death 
penalty. The retentionist states argue that the retention of the penalty is consistent with the 
public opinion and applied to reduce the number of crimes in the country, under 
safeguards to ensure criminals are not executed wrongfully.  
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The life sentence is a hotly debated topic today as well as the death sentence. The 
abolishers of the life sentence argue that rehabilitation of the criminal to reduce recidivism 
is the main purpose of imprisonment. Life sentence acts completely against this purpose, 
by removing the prospect of rehabilitation, therefore, violating the right to human dignity. 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 
Death Penalty(Capital Punishment): Capital punishment, also known as the death 
penalty, is a government-sanctioned practice whereby a person is put to death by the state 
as a punishment for a crime. (2) 

 
Death Sentence: Death sentence is the sentence of death imposed by courts as 
punishment for a crime, whereas the act of carrying out such a sentence is known as 
an execution. (3) 

 
Capital Crimes: Crimes that are punishable by death are known as capital crimes, capital 
offenses or capital felonies, and vary depending on the jurisdiction, but commonly include 
serious offenses such as murder, mass murder, aggravated cases of rape, child 
rape, child sexual abuse, terrorism treason, espionage, sedition, piracy, aircraft 
hijacking, drug trafficking, and drug dealing, war crimes, crimes against 
humanity and genocide, and in some cases, the most serious acts 
of recidivism, aggravated robbery, and kidnapping. (4) 
 
Life imprisonment: (also known as life sentence) is any sentence of imprisonment for 
a crime under which convicted persons are to remain in prison either for the rest of their 
natural life or until paroled or otherwise commuted to a fixed term. (5) 

 
Parole: permission for a prisoner to be released before their period in prison is finished, 
with the agreement that they will behave well  
 
Rape: Rape is usually defined as having sexual intercourse with a person who does not 
want to, or cannot consent. Consent is when someone agrees of their own choice without  
being forced to. (6) 
 
Sexual assault: sexual assault is defined as unwanted sexual contact.  
 
de jure: existing or holding a specified position by legal right.  

 

The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) (formally the Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms): is an international 
convention to protect human rights and political freedoms in Europe. Drafted in 1950 by 
the then newly formed Council of Europe, the convention entered into force on 3 
September 1953. All Council of Europe member states are party to the Convention and 
new members are expected to ratify the convention at the earliest opportunity. (7) 

 
Abolish: formally put an end to (a system, practice, or institution). 
 
Retention: the continued possession, use, or control of something. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Murder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_murder
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Child_sexual_abuse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treason
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Espionage
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sedition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_hijacking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aircraft_hijacking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drug_trafficking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drug_dealing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_crime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimes_against_humanity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimes_against_humanity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recidivism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aggravated_robbery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kidnapping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentence_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imprisonment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prison
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parole
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/permission
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/prisoner
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/release
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/their
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/period
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/prison
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/finished
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/agreement
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/behave
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_intercourse
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Age_of_consent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_freedom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Council_of_Europe
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_states_of_the_Council_of_Europe


 

3 

 
Amnesty: an act of forgiveness for past offenses, especially to a class of persons as a 
whole.  
 
Moratorium: a stopping of an activity for an agreed amount of time 
 
 
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 
Both the death penalty and life imprisonment have been used to sentence criminals from 
the very early ages of history. The death penalty is first used in the Eighteenth Century 
B.C in the Code of King Hammurabi of Babylon to punish criminals. However, the usage of 
these sentences is very controversial today.  
 
 
Reasons for abolishing the death penalty 
 
It violates human rights. Abolitionists believe capital punishment is the worst violation 
of human rights, because the right to life is the most important, and capital punishment 
violates it without necessity and inflicts to the condemned a psychological torture. (8)  

 

It is irreversible and that may lead to wrongful executions. Execution is an irreversible 
punishment therefore the risk of executing an innocent person can never be ignored. Since 
1973, for example, 150 US prisoners sent to death row have later been proclaimed 
innocent victims of the death sentence. innocent.  

It does not deter future crimes. Countries that retain the death penalty as a way to deter 
cite that it deters people from committing crime however there is no evidence that the 
death sentence is more effective than other punishments such as life imprisonment. 
It is often used within unjust judicial systems. In some cases, people were executed 
after their confessions in unjust trials or after torture with inadequate legal evidence. 
It can be discriminatory and biased. The opponents of the death penalty argue that this 
sentence is being used more often against criminals from racial and ethnic minorities and 
many of them have lower socioeconomic backgrounds.  
It can be used as a political tool by the authorities. The death penalty is used as a tool 
to punish political opponents in some countries such as Iran, Iraq. 
Reasons for Retaining the Death Penalty 
 
It is fairly applied against all criminals. Countries that apply execution claim that there 
are sufficient safeguards to ensure that criminals are not convicted wrongfully. 
 
It deters crimes. Capital punishment is often justified with the claim that by sentencing 
convicted sexual criminals with death will deter future criminals from committing crimes 
 
It prevents the possibility of re-offending 
It is a fact that those who are executed will not be able to commit other crimes. 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stopping
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/activity
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/agreed
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/amount
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Right_to_life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psychological_torture
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It is cheaper for governments. Some countries argue that the expenses of keeping 
someone in prison, covering their needs are very high.  

Guilty people deserve to be punished and the death sentence is consistent with the 
public opinion. It is argued by the countries who apply executions that the application of 
the appropriate punishment is a response to the society’s call for justice against the 
perpetrators.  
Why reform is needed in life imprisonment? 

● Human Rights 
The sentence of life imprisonment violates the right to liberty. Reform is urgently needed to 
make sure that the human rights of prisoners are protected in international standards. 
 

● The poverty of the families 
Life imprisonment directly impacts the criminal’s families living in low socio-economic 
conditions. When a member of the family who generates money is imprisoned for the rest 
of his/her life the family must adapt to the loss of the income. The effect of this situation is 
highly rough in countries with undeveloped economies. Especially when the state can not 
provide financial help to the family Besides the family faces new expenses such as the 
lawyer costs. As the convict will never be released, there is no chance of that family to gain 
the income that they have lost. Therefore the life imprisonment directly causes the 
impoverishment of the family of the prisoner.  
 

● The social impact 
When a member of a family is sentenced to life imprisonment, it disrupts the family 
structure. This may affect the relationship between children and their parents, and 
therefore may cause psychological damage to the family members and especially to the 
children.  

 
●  Cost of life imprisonment 

The money spent on the upkeep of the convicts is very high therefore may harm the 
economy of the countries. 
 

UNITED NATIONS AND THE DEATH PENALTY 

 In the General Assembly's 62nd sessions in 2007, the United Nations introduced a 
resolution that calls the countries for the universal ban of the death sentence. The human 
rights committee of the assembly voted in favor of the resolution,99 to 52, with 33 
abstentions.  

Against 2008, the majority of the members adopted another resolution that calls for “a 
moratorium on the use of the death penalty” .105 countries voted in favor of the draft 
resolution, 48 voted against and 31 abstained. 

Some conventions ban the death penalty such as the Sixth Protocol which is about 
abolition in time of peace and the 13th Protocol (abolition in all circumstances) to 
the European Convention on Human Rights.  

The European Union (EU) and the Council of Europe made the abolition of the death 
penalty a requirement to have a membership. The EU and the Council of Europe accept 
a moratorium as a temporary measure. Although Russia is a member of the Council of 
Europe still the death penalty remains in its judicial system. However, it has not used it 
after becoming a member of the Council(since 1996). All European countries are classified 
as abolitionists except for Russia and Kazakhstan.  

https://tureng.com/tr/turkce-ingilizce/psychological
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_moratorium_on_the_death_penalty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/UN_moratorium_on_the_death_penalty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Convention_on_Human_Rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moratorium_(law)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment_in_Russia
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Most of the European countries have signed The Protocol 13 which calls for the abolition 
of the death penalty in all circumstances. (9) 

 

UNITED NATIONS AND THE LIFE SENTENCE 

In 1994 the United Nations issued a report on life imprisonment. The issue of life 
imprisonment will be discussed on the 14th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and 
Criminal Justice in 2020. 

 

 
 
RELEVANT ACTORS AND BODIES: 
 
“United States of America 
Death Sentence: The law of the USA provides the death penalty for many crimes. 29 of 
the 50 states currently have the death penalty, though some are under moratorium or have 
not conducted any executions in decades. The methods of death penalty vary by state, 
federal, and military policy, but include lethal injection, hanging, firing squad, the electric 
chair, and the gas chamber. Of the non-state territories, American Samoa still has capital 
punishment as a local statute, and the others have abolished it. The Supreme Court has 
severely limited the crimes that the death penalty can be a punishment for. It has also 
abolished the death penalty for crimes committed by a person under the age of 18. 
Sentences of death may be handed down by a jury or a judge. 
 
Life Sentence: In the United States, 1 in 2,000 people are imprisoned for life. The 
sentence or release on parole varies by state. There are many U.S. states in which a 
convict can be released on parole after a decade or more has passed, but in California, 
people sentenced to life imprisonment can normally apply for parole after seven years. 
The laws in the United States divide life sentences between "determinate life sentences" 
and "indeterminate life sentences." For example, sentences of "15 years to life," "25 years 
to life," or "life with mercy" may be given, which is called an "indeterminate life sentence." 
 
 
IRAN 
Death Sentence: Iran performs public executions. Iran is second only to China in the 
number of executions it carries out—executing hundreds every year Current laws allow the 
death penalty for murder; rape;  child molestation; pedophilia; sodomy; homosexuality; 
incestuous relations; fornication; prohibited sexual relations; sexual misconduct; 
prostitution rebellion; adultery; using pornographic materials to solicit sex; recidivist false 
accusation of capital sexual offenses Secret executions are widespread in the country so 
that exact numbers for each year are difficult to obtain and different figures are provided by 
various organizations. Hanging, shooting or stoning are used. 
 
 
IRAQ 
Death penalty for rape; incest, crimes against humanity. Suspended in June 2003 
after 2003 invasion; reinstated August 2004. A total of 447 people were executed between 
then and the end of March 2013, with 129 in 2012 alone. Generally hanging is used. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lethal_injection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firing_squad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electric_chair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electric_chair
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gas_chamber
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Supreme_Court_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_imprisonment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parole
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sodomy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hanging
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Execution_by_shooting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stoning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2003_invasion_of_Iraq
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CHINA 
Shooting (firing squad); lethal injection methods are used. China carries out far more 
executions than all of the rest of the world combined and is the only country in the world 
that routinely executes thousands of people every year. On 25 February 2011, China's 
newly revised Criminal Law reduced the number of crimes punishable by death by 13, 
from 68 to 55. Laws allow capital punishment for embezzlement; rape (particularly of 
children a person to engage in prostitution (especially children, often after kidnapping or 
rape).” (10) 
 

Amnesty International 
Amnesty International is a non-governmental organization with its headquarters in the 
United Kingdom focused on human rights. Amnesty considers capital punishment to be 
"the ultimate, irreversible denial of human rights." Amnesty International supports the 
abolishment of the life sentence as well as the death penalty. (11)  
The European Union  
In all member states, the death penalty is abolished. The EU strongly opposes the 
retention of the death penalty, therefore, pushes for its worldwide abolition.  
However, many of the countries haven’t abolished life sentence. (release on parole vary by 
country.) 

 
 
TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS 
 
(TREATIES AND INITIATIVES) 
 

1948 The United Nations adopted without dissent the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The Declaration proclaims 
the right of every individual to protect from deprivation of life. It 
states that no one shall be subjected to cruel or degrading 
punishment. The death penalty violates both of these 
fundamental rights.  
 

1966 The UN adopted the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (ICCPR). Article 6 of the Covenant states that "no one 
shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life" and that the death penalty 
shall not be imposed on pregnant women or on those who were 
under the age of 18 at the time of the crime. Article 7 states that 
"no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment."  
 

 
 
1984 

 
The UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) adopted 
'Safeguards Guaranteeing Protection of the Rights of Those 
Facing the Death Penalty.' In the same year, the Safeguards 
were endorsed by consensus by the UN General Assembly. The 
Safeguards state that no one under the age of 18 at the time of 
the crime shall be put to death and that anyone sentenced to 
death has the right to appeal and to petition for pardon or 
commutation of sentence.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firing_squad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-governmental_organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment
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1989  
 
 

The UN General Assembly adopted the Second Optional Protocol 
to the ICCPR. Its goal is the abolition of the death penalty.  
 

 
1990  
 
 
 

The Protocol to the American Convention on Human Rights was 
adopted by the General Assembly of the Organization of 
American States. It provides for the total abolition of the death 
penalty, allowing for its use in wartime only.  
 

 
1993 
 
 

The International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia 
stated that the death penalty is not an option, even for the most 
heinous crimes known to civilization, including genocide.  
 

1994 
 

The UN issued a report on life imprisonment. 
 

1995  
 

The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child came into force. 
Article 37(a) prohibits the death penalty for persons under the age 
of 18 at the time of the crime.  
 

1999 The UN Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) passed a 
resolution calling on all states that still maintain the death penalty 
to progressively restrict the number of offenses for which it may 
be imposed to completely abolish it.  
 

2002 The Council of Europe's Committee of Ministers adopted Protocol 
13 to the European Convention on Human Rights. Protocol 13 is 
the first legally binding international treaty to abolish the death 
penalty in all circumstances with no exceptions. When it was 
opened for signature in May 2002, 36 countries signed it.  
 

 
2005 
 

The UNCHR approved Human Rights Resolution 2005/59 on the 
question of the death penalty, which called for all states that still 
maintain the death penalty to abolish the death penalty 
completely and, in the meantime, to establish a moratorium on 
executions.  
 

2007 The UN General Assembly (UNGA) approved Resolution 62/149 
which called for all states that still maintain the death penalty to 
establish a moratorium on executions with a view to abolishing 
the death penalty. 
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2008-2014 
The United Nations General Assembly has adopted, in 2008, 
2010, 2012 and 2014 non-binding resolutions calling for a global 
moratorium on executions, with a view to eventual 
abolition. Although most nations have abolished capital 
punishment, over 60% of the world's population lives in countries 
where the death penalty is retained, such as China, India, The 
USA Iran Iraq Saudi Arabia Japan… 

 
 

2020  
 

The 14th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 
will be held. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 
It is a fact that the UN supports the abolition of the death penalty and the solutions that 
protect human rights. Please keep that in mind while writing your resolutions. 
1)The retentionist countries can prepare a report consisting of the public statistics which 
include the numbers of people sentenced with the death penalty and the reasons for the 
sentences monthly. So that the executions can be controlled by a fair authority, UN. 
2) A long-term plan can be prepared in which all states should work to abolish the death 
penalty. Since the abolition of the death penalty causes an increase in the number of 
prisoners staying in the prisons, it directly increases the expenses of the countries. 
Therefore a money stimulation to the retentionist countries by the abolitionist countries can 
be included in the plan, or a fund can be established. 
3) Instead of a life sentence, rehabilitation programs can be developed to rehabilitate 
sexual criminals. 

 
 

USEFUL LINKS AND SOURCES 
 
 
https://www.ohchr.org/Lists/MeetingsNY/Attachments/52/Moving-Away-from-the-Death-Penalty.pdf 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_punishment_by_country 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Life_imprisonment 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/death-penalty/ 

https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Library_Collection_P13_ETS187E_ENG.pdf 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/03/20/learning/should-we-abolish-the-death-penalty.html 
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