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Hello delegates, I am your co-chair Zeynep Ağca. I am a 10th grade student from the 
Pakistan Embassy International Study Group, I know, quite a mouthful. I am an IGCSE 
student and apart from the MUN work, I am studying for my exams. I love reading and 
watching TV series and I am currently reading A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens. I 
also spend a lot of time with my friends and family, just having fun. I joined MUN at the end 
of grade 8, but I did not attend an actual conference until grade 9. I joined mostly because I 
wanted to be more involved in international relations and the overall world problems, but 
stayed because I thoroughly enjoyed the art of debating. Hopefully you can truly enjoy MUN 
as much as I, and some of my friends do.  
What I expect from you that you understand your country’s perspective not only for this topic, 
but for all. For my topic specifically, I expect you guys to come up with creative solutions 
and understand the depth and seriousness of the problem. This debate can be really fun if 
you can find controversial points from delegates’ speeches and the respective countries’ 
background. This chair report is not made so that you know everything mentioned here by 
heart. However, of course you can use whatever you want to from it, and I do hope that it is 
a helping hand. Some examples mentioned are to give you an idea of how things used to 
work and what had been done.  
Keep in mind that the debate will flow according to what you, the delegates, will bring to the 
committee room. Keep calm and do your best and enjoy the conference. 
Hopefully this chair report will help you better understand the topic.  
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INTRODUCTION 

Unethical human experimentation is one that violates the principles of medical ethics. 
Throughout history, unethical and illegal human experimentation has been a serious 
concern as many were harmed as a result. Keep in mind that human experimentation also 
includes performing any type of medical testing without parental consent, or consent at all.  
A major point of rising for human experimentation was also due to the fact that there were 
not strict regulations in this case, or in any case, back then for the practices done due to 
racial discrimination, or for the idea of torturing people under the guise of science and 
research.  
 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 
Iatrophobia: an abnormal or irrational fear of doctors or going to the doctor which had a more 
specific outbreak after various human experimentation. 
 
Hobson’s choice: a choice of taking what is available or nothing at all. In other words, take 
it or leave it. 
 
Nuremberg Code: a set of research ethics principles for human experimentation created 
as a result of the Nuremberg trials at the end of the World War II; consists of 10 points.  
 
Hippocratic Oath: an oath of ethics taken nowadays largely by doctors; requires a new 
doctor or physician to swear to uphold specific ethical standards and do no harm to patients.  
 
Clinical research ethics: a set of relevant ethics considered in the conduct of a clinical trial 
in the field of clinical research. It borrows from the broader fields of research ethics and 
medical ethics. 
 
Medical ethics: a system of moral principles that apply to the field of medicine and medical 
research.  
 
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

 
Illegal human experimentation has always been an issue of concern. Even though steps 
have been taking to ensure the full attention and good intentions of doctors, most have 
failed. For example, the Hippocratic Oath was created during the 4th century and originally, 
in B.C. Greece, the Hippocratic Oath was done by swearing to Greek healing gods to uphold 
specific ethical standards. As you may or may not now, specifically in those times, swearing 
upon the Greek gods was extremely serious. Even though the Hippocratic Oath is still being 
used today, the consequences of breaking it are not equal to what it used to be back then 
when it was created as Greek gods are not a major concern or belief to most people. 
So who is doing all these illegal experimentations? Well, historically, it started with scientists 
and doctors who wanted to invent new substances such as toxins and drugs, or finding the 
possible effects of any substances they wanted to test for purposes such as in the name of 
war. Even now, biological weapons are extremely important and a major field of research 
for many scientists, so it is not surprising that many scientists tried to create new biological 
weapons for war.  
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Why are people doing these experiments? There are many reasons as to why. As mentioned 
above, scientists controlled by the government may be doing human experimentation in 
order to find the effect of poisons or radiation and perhaps use it on their enemies during a 
crisis or war.  
These experiments can be carried out surprisingly anywhere. The US actually sprayed 
microbes on San Francisco through a navy ship as an experiment to see its effects, and 
have done this for a long time before anyone noticed which makes it even worse.  
 
Causes and Effects: 
 
There are no specific causes as to why human experimentation has begun. A few reasons 
as to why may be due to the fact that when human experimentation has begun becoming 
more ‘famous’ was around World War II, especially with Nazi Germany. The idea of using 
humans to find effective weapons was relatively new and a reasonable thing considering 
the conditions of the world at that time. All nations involved wanted to win the war, so most 
would go anywhere for it. The Nazis were also very cruel, so it is not surprising that they 
would use humans, especially ones that were not ‘fit’ to be a part of them or criminals too. 
Check out the specific analysis of Nazi Germany for more information. Scientifically 
speaking, the best way to find the effects of any substance on the human body is through 
the testing on an actual human, and even though it is illegal, people who are powerful do 
not care.  
 
Obviously human experimentation has many awful effects on the victims. Most victims all 
throughout history died and the ones who did not, suffered immensely from their wounds 
and the way their bodies reacted to the harmful substances. The history of human testing 
also has created a fear of doctors or going to the doctor, also known as iatrophobia.  
Even though human experimentation may still be going on, most of the public, if not all, have 
no idea of what is going on. Governments or people in power, as seen out through history, 
can do a lot of things without the knowledge of the public. 
 
Evaluation of Other Issues:  
 
Human experimentation, first and foremost, led to the death of many people. Apart from that, 
it has also led to genetic mutation and multiple health problems. For example, many 
experiments were done on mass sterilization before World War II which led to vaginal 
bleeding, severe abdominal pain, and cervical cancer. Experiments done by the Nazis led 
to the discovery of a more definitive meaning/better explanation to the phrase ’medical 
torture’.  
  
One of the main issues related to human testing is how the government or people in power 
can do awful stuff like it and get away with it. The German doctors have been put on trial; 
however, not all medical torture cases have been punished.  

 
 
RELEVANT ACTORS AND BODIES: 
 

Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS): 
Their mission is to advance public health through guidance on health research 

including ethics, medical product development and safety. CIOMS is an international 
nongovernmental organization (NGO) established by the World Health Organization (WHO) 
and  the United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) in 1949.  
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World Health Organization (WHO): 
The World Health Organization plays a very important role in deals involving the 

health of people and nations. Human experimentation had awful effects on the health of 
many people. Their main mission is to provide a healthy life for everyone in the world. 

 
 

TREATIES AND INITIATIVES: 
 
          Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

[United Nations, 1948] 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights mentions that ‘’everyone has the right to a 
standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself and of his family’’ in 
Article 25, and that ‘’ no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment’’ in Article 5.  
 

Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman, or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment 

[26 June, 1957] 
 

The Belmont Report: Ethical Principles and Guidelines for the Protection of Human 
Subjects of Research, Report of the National Commission for the Protection of Human 
Subjects of Biomedical and Behavioral Research. 

[National Commission for the Protection of Human Subjects of Biomedical and 
Behavioral Research on 30 September,1978] 
The Belmont Report is used to identify the basic ethical principles that should underlie the 
conduct of biomedical and behavioral research involving human subjects and developing 
guidelines to assure that such research is conducted in accordance with those principles. 
 

The Declaration of Helsinki 
[June, 1964)] 

The Declaration of Helsinki  is a set of ethical principles regarding human 
experimentation developed for the medical community by the World Medical 
Association (WMA) and has undergone seven revisions. 
 

The Nuremberg Code 
[17 April, 1947] 

The Nuremberg Code is a set of research ethics principles for human 
experimentation created as a result of the Nuremberg trials at the end of the Second World 
War. 
 
 

SPECIFIC ANALYSIS ON RELEVANT CONFLICTS AND PROBLEMS: 
 
In this part you can find more details about a few examples of specific countries doing 
experimentation on humans.  
 
Nazi Germany; 
Specifically Nazi Germany has performed many experiments on vulnerable people such as 
large numbers of prisoners (including children), largely Jews, but also Romani, Sinti, Ethnic 
Poles, Soviet POWs, homosexuals, and disabled Germans in its concentration camps 
mainly during World War II, the Holocaust, and the early 1940s. Most of these resulted in 
death, and if not, in extreme pain.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Commission_for_the_Protection_of_Human_Subjects_of_Biomedical_and_Behavioral_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Commission_for_the_Protection_of_Human_Subjects_of_Biomedical_and_Behavioral_Research
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_experimentation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_experimentation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Medical_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_Medical_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Research_ethics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_experimentation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_experimentation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subsequent_Nuremberg_trials
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
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This led way to what became known as the Doctors’ Trial, and the abuses and crimes led to 
the development of the Nuremberg Code of medical ethics. During the Nuremberg Trials 23 
Nazi doctors and scientists were tried for their crimes. Out of those 23, 16 were convicted 
(15 for unethical treatment, 1 for only of SS membership). 7 were condemned to death, 9 
received prison sentences from 10 years to life.  
 
Japan: 
Human testing in Japan began around World War II. It continued for a few more years. Unit 
731 experimented on prisoners by conducting vivisections, dismemberments, and bacterial 
inoculations. It induced very large epidemics from 1932 through the Second Sino-Japanese 
war. It also conducted biological and chemical weapons tests on prisoners and captured 
POWs. With Japan expanding during WWII, similar units were set up in conquered cities 
such as Nanking (Unit 1644), Beijing (Unit 1855), Guangzhou (Unit 8604), and Singapore 
(Unit 9420).  
 
Guatemala: 
From 1946 to 1948 U.S. scientific researchers in Guatemala infected hundreds of mental 
patients with sexually transmitted diseases (STD). Researchers from the U.S. Public 
Health Service (PHS) conducted experiments on approximately 1,500 male and female 
patients housed at Guatemala's National Mental Health Hospital. The scientists injected 
the patients with gonorrhea and syphilis—and encouraged many of them to pass the 
disease on to others. 
 
United States of America: 
There are many cases of human experimentation in the history of the US, but for this chair 
report I will briefly talk about project MKUltra. It is also sometimes referred to as the ‘’CIA’s 
mind control program’’. It is an illegal program of experiments on human subjects designed 
and undertaken by the United States Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). They were 
intended to identify and develop drugs and procedures to be used in interrogations and 
torture through mind-control. This program began in the early 1950s, was officially 
sanctioned in 1953, was reduced to scope in 1964, and officially halted in 1973. MKUltra 
used many drugs to manipulate people’s mental states and other chemicals, hypnosis, 
sensory deprivation, isolation, verbal and sexual abuse, as well as other forms of torture.  
 
  
 

TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS 
 

4th century B.C. The Hippocratic Oath is invented. 

1845-1849 J. Marion Sims performs gynecological experiments on slaves in 
South Carolina. 

1904 Ads in American newspapers seeking subjects for experiments. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexually_transmitted_diseases
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1920s and 1930s Aboriginal Australians were subjected to medical experiments on 
how they experienced pain and where body measurements and 
blood samples were forcibly taken.  

1932 The Tuskegee University Syphillis Study began.  

1933 In Canada about 600 Native children from the reserves near 
Qu’Appelle, Saskatchewan were enrolled in a trial to test the 
tuberculosis vaccine. Nearly a fifty died from exposure, malnutrition, 
and other causes. Parental consent was not sought for indigenous 
children, though it was sought for non-indigenous children. 
  

14 July 1933 The Law for the Prevention of Genetically Defective Progeny 
passed, which legalized the involuntary sterilization of people with 
diseases claimed to be hereditary like weak-mindedness. These 
experiments were conducted by means of X-ray, surgery and 
various drugs. Thousands of victims were sterilized. 

1937-1945 Unit 731 in Japan began. 

1937 The Monster Study conducted by Wendell Johnson and Mary Tuder 
at the Iowa University on orphaned children began.  

Early 1940s Nazi Germany conducted many human experiments during the 
second world war. 

1944 The United States begins to expose radiation on humans; 
experiments continue through 1974 but are not widely publicized 
until the late 1980s. 

April 17, 1947 Dr. Alexander submitted a memorandum to the United States for 
War Crimes which outlined six points defining legitimate research; 
done as opposed to the crimes done by German doctors during the 
second world war.  

9 December 1946- 
20 August 1947 

The Doctors’ Trial takes place. 

1948 First Universal Declaration of Human Rights was released. 

September 
20,1950 

A US navy ship sprayed a cloud of microbes onto San Francisco.  

1950s- 1973 Project MKUltra takes place.  

1958 Mentally disabled children are injected with hepatitis at the 
Willowbrook State School in Staten Island as an attempt to find a 
vaccine.  

1975 The Declaration of Helsinki passes and is now in order.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_for_the_Prevention_of_Genetically_Defective_Progeny
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/X-ray
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medication
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1997 President Clinton apologizes for the Tuskegee experiments. 

 
 
 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 

1. Create a type of system in which power will not be able to take advantage of its 
privilege in order to avoid punishment and get away with human testing. 

2. Put the UN, or a group of people, in charge which can out-power the P5, or ,n general, 
its powerful members- however in this case the question of how can these people not 
be bribed arises  

3. Create harsher punishments for people who do carry out tests on humans.  
 
 

USEFUL LINKS AND SOURCES 
 
https://www.businessinsider.com/military-government-secret-experiments-biological-chemical-

weapons-2016-9#so-whats-happening-now-7 

https://www.history.com/topics/us-government/history-of-mk-ultra  

https://www.livescience.com/13002-7-absolutely-evil-medical-experiments-tuskegee-syphilis.html  

https://www.bestpsychologydegrees.com/30-most-disturbing-human-experiments-in-history/  

https://www.pcrm.org/ethical-science/human-experimentation-an-introduction-to-the-ethical-issues 
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