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            Greetings fellow delegates, 

As stated above, my name is Umut Bora Çakmak and I will be co-chairing the Legal 

Committee in ACMUN 2020. I am an 11th grader in Ari High School and have been 

attending MUN conferences for the past 3 years. MUN has been a wonderful journey for 

me and that is mostly thanks to my great chairs in previous conferences. I will strive to 

become a chair to be remembered as well. Apart from MUN, my hobbies include 

kickboxing and debating. 

 During the conference, we expect all delegates to obey the rules at all times and 
would like to remind you these rules are in place to assure that the sessions go on 
undisturbed. Especially communicating only in the official language of the conference - 
which is English - will be essential. We also expect delegates to research on their own as 
well as reading the chair reports.  

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 By definition, climate change means a change in global or regional climate patterns. 
These changes have mostly been linked to global warming caused by human activities. In 
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this agenda item, the delegates are expected to weaken the effects of climate change by 
mostly focusing on global warming according to their perspective delegations’ policies. 

 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

 
Global warming: a gradual increase in the overall temperature of the earth's atmosphere 
generally attributed to the greenhouse effect caused by increased levels of carbon dioxide, 
CFCs, and other pollutants. 
 
Greenhouse effect: The greenhouse effect is the process by which radiation from a 
planet's atmosphere warms the planet's surface to a temperature above what it would be 
without this atmosphere. 
 
Greenhouse gasses: Greenhouse gases cause the greenhouse effect on planets. The 
primary greenhouse gases in Earth’s atmosphere are water vapor (H2O), carbon dioxide 
(CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N2O), and ozone (O3). 
 
SDG’s: The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a collection of 17 global goals 
designed to be a "blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all". The 
SDGs, set in 2015 by the United Nations General Assembly and intended to be achieved 
by the year 2030, are part of UN Resolution 70/1, the 2030 Agenda. 
 
 

 

OVERVIEW 
 

 Climate change was first discovered in the early 19th century. However, until the 
1970s, a consensus wasn’t reached about whether man-made greenhouse gases were 
the primary cause of this phenomenon or the other theories in the area such as volcanism 
and solar variation. Coincidentally the UNEP was also founded in 1972 to coordinate UN’s 
policies regarding environmental activities as the scientific world became more aware of 
global warming. Following that, the UN started to take action regarding climate change and 
especially global warming. One of the most prominent of those steps being the UNFCCC 
which includes the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement. UNFCCC mainly focuses on 
stabilizing the greenhouse gas concentration in the atmosphere to control climate change. 
Since UNFCCC is nearly universally ratified, it is considered to be an important factor in 
solving global warming. 
 Several SDGs also aim to limit the damage caused by global warming as well as 
prevent any further damage to the natural balance of systems. These SDGs combined 
with the UNFCCC should be considered when producing resolutions since they have 
major impacts on the field. 
  
 
 
 
 
Causes and Effects: 
 
 Although the main reason behind climate change is global warming, global warming 
is caused by more than one factor. To name a few increased greenhouse gas emissions 
due to industrial activities and deforestation should be considered when handling this 
problem. 
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 The effects of climate change have several levels. The disruption of weather 
patterns causes many species to be endangered while also threatening human lives and 
causing massive financial losses. Also, extreme weather conditions such as hurricanes 
and drought become more commonplace due to climate change and since these disasters 
are mostly uncontrollable and hard to predict, many governments are burdened beyond 
their capabilities to protect their citizens. 
 
Evaluation of Other Issues:  
 

Looking at the issue from a financial viewpoint, although some governments might 
profit from fighting climate change due to decreased natural events, many others are 
concerned about limiting their industrial output. None of the treaties up to date provide 
financial compensation for the countries limiting their industrial output and signatories of 
such agreements typically slow down their economies slightly. This might be a 
disheartening factor for many countries and bodies acting on the issue. 

The human rights perspective however strictly dictates that immediate actions 
should be taken to save both animals and humans alike. 

A scientific approach would also call for immediate countermeasures since the time 
left to control this phenomenon is limited and depleting. 

 
RELEVANT ACTORS AND BODIES: 
 
UNEP: The United Nations Environment Programme is a program of the United Nations 
that coordinates the organization's environmental activities and assists developing 
countries in implementing environmentally sound policies and practices. 
 
IPCC: The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is an intergovernmental 
body of the United Nations that is dedicated to providing the world with objective, scientific 
information relevant to understanding the scientific basis of the risk of human-induced 
climate change, its natural, political, and economic impacts and risks, and possible 
response options. 
 

 

TREATIES AND INITIATIVES: 
 

UNFCCC: The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is 
an international environmental treaty adopted on 9 May 1992. 
 
Kyoto Protocol: The Kyoto Protocol is an international treaty which extends the 1992 
UNFCCC that commits state parties to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, based on the 
scientific consensus that (part one) global warming is occurring and (part two) it is 
extremely likely that human-made CO2 emissions have predominantly caused it. 
Paris Agreement:The Paris Agreement is an agreement within the UNFCCC, dealing with 
greenhouse-gas-emissions mitigation, adaptation, and finance, signed in 2016. 
 
Vienna Convention: The Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer is a 
multilateral environmental agreement signed in 1985 that provided frameworks for 
international reductions in the production of chlorofluorocarbons due to their contribution to 
the destruction of the ozone layer. 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Environmental_peacebuilding
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TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS 
 

1979 World Climate Research Programme launched to coordinate 
international research. 

1985 Villach Conference declares consensus among experts that some 
global warming seems inevitable, calls on governments to 
consider international agreements to restrict emissions. 

1987 Montreal Protocol of the Vienna Convention imposes international 
restrictions on the emission of ozone-destroying gases. 

1988 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is 
established. 

1992 Conference in Rio de Janeiro produces UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, but US block calls for serious 
action. 

1997 International conference produces Kyoto Protocol, setting targets 
for industrialized nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions if 
enough nations sign onto a treaty (rejected by US Senate in 
advance). 

2007 Fourth IPCC report warns that serious effects of warming have 
become evident; the cost of reducing emissions would be far less 
than the damage they will cause. 

2015 Paris Agreement: nearly all nations pledge to set targets for their 
greenhouse gas cuts and to report their progress 

 
 
POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
 
 Possible solutions on the issue might include harmonizing already existing 
agreements with SDG’S. Various approaches can be taken for this purpose according to 
the delegates’ choice. Setting an entirely different agreement/convention is also an option 
however it should be noted that ignoring these pre-established agreements entirely would 
be counterproductive and therefore not recommended. 
 Addressing the fast-developing technology of 21st century new amendments to old 
agreements directly targeting the technology would be a fairly good addition to already 
existing solutions. Transitioning to greener energy sources could be encouraged especially 
for developing countries to solve any problems that may arise in the following decades.  
  

 
USEFUL LINKS AND SOURCES 
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https://ec.europa.eu/environment/international_issues/agreements_en.htm 
https://history.aip.org/climate/timeline.htm 
https://www.unenvironment.org/ 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_climate_change_science 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Framework_Convention_on_Climate_Change 
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