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Introduction to the Team

Letter from the President

Dear Delegates,

I welcome you all to ACMUN’21 as the
President of the United Nations Security
Council. I am Sezen Özkalp and I am an
11th
grader in Büyük College Private High
School;
Ankara, Turkey. Model United Nations
conferences are one of my biggest passions
since I started my MUN journey when I was a
seventh grader, and I took part in nearly 20
conferences as a delegate, chair, USG,
Academic Advisor, Secretary-General, and
more. Besides my enthusiasm for MUN, I
am
interested in history, philosophy, politics,
music, art, etc.

Moreover, I am really excited for this year’s
ACMUN and it has a remarkable
significance
for me since I was a delegate in last year’s
ACMUN, in the Security Council and now I am
the President of UNSC. I am sure that we will
have a lot of fun during the conference and I assure you that I will do everything in my power
to offer you an exceptional MUN experience. If you have any inquiries, please do not hesitate



to get in touch with me via sezennozkalp@gmail.com. I am looking forward to meeting you
all!

Sincerely,
Sezen Özkalp
Letter From the Vice-President

Dear Delegates,

I would like to salute you all fellow MUNers, I’m Kaan Barış, a 10th grader from Arı
Anatolian High School and a radical MUN fanatic. Through my MUN journey, I undertook
various roles being a delegate, chair board member and hopefully a Deputy Secretary General
As a restless MUN fanatic, I should say that I really do love every single committee, yet can’t
deny that I have a particular interest in crises and conflicts. The source of enjoy: conflict. I
also should confess that I developed an exceptional tendency for committees with topics
related to wars. With its recency and our geographical closeness to its context,
Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict will give you the opportunity of contemplating for a solution
much easily. By and large, I believe that it will spark your enthusiasm and enable you to enjoy
the time you spend. If you have any inquiry or any point to be clarified about the committee,
please do not hesitate to contact me. My substantial email address is
oktay.kaanbar@yandex.com Yet, in case of any technical issue you can contact me from my
spare email address as well: kaanbaris532@gmail.com

Can’t wait see you all

Kindest Regards

Kaan Barış Oktay
Introduction

Nagorno-Karabakh has been a mountain territory that people have been fighting over for a
long time. In fact, the Nagorno-Karabakh dispute is one of the world’s oldest conflicts. This
region, lying in a crowded neighborhood called the South Caucasus, is the heart of the
conflict between mainly Azerbaijan and Armenia. While Nagorno-Karabakh is an
internationally recognized territory of Azerbaijan, it is controlled by ethnic Armenians. Over
the course of history, the two countries have been fighting over this zone. Since 1988, there
have been several disputes, ceasefires, and after twenty five years of stability, the situation
has escalated again a few months ago. After six weeks of conflict in the region, Azerbaijan
and Armenia agreed on a deal brokered by Russia, on November 10, 2020. As the recent
ceasefire continues in Nagorno-Karabakh, the current position of the region is stable.



Definition of key terms

Nagorno-Karabakh: Nagorno-Karabakh is a mountain territory in the South Caucasus,
particularly between Armenia and Azerbaijan. This territory has been a fiercely contested
region between Armenia and Azerbaijan since the 1980s.

Caucasus: The Caucasus, also known as Caucasia, is the area lying between the Black Sea
and the Caspian Sea. The region is mainly composed of Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia, and
parts of Southern Russia.
Artsakh: The republic of Artsakh is a breakaway state whose territory is mainly in
Nagorno-Karabakh region, recognized as a part of Azerbaijan, Artsakh is supported by
Armenia and they control the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast.

Bishkek Protocol: The Bishkek Protocol is the deal which has been signed in 1994 by
Armenia and Azerbaijan at the end of the first Nagorno-Karabakh war and has been brokered
by Russia.

Background Information

Historical Background

Although the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict began in 1988, the roots of the dispute reach out to
the early 20th century. In fact, we should go back to the 19th century in order to fully



understand the crux of the problem.

For many years, Muslim Azerbaijanis and Christian Armenians clashed over the control of
the region they call home, Nagorno-Karabakh. In 1823, Russia started ruling the region, and
when the Russian Empire dissolved in 1918, Armenia and Azerbaijan gained their
independence and the tension between them reflamed. A few years later, communist Russia
began uniting the independent states of the Caucasus and constituting the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.

At first, Karabakh was determined to be a part of the Armenian Soviet Socialist Republic.
However, in 1923, Joseph Stalin reversed this decision and Nagorno-Karabakh became an
autonomous administrative territory of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic (S.S.R)
although 94 percent of the region was ethnic Armenians at that time.

When the Soviet Union disintegrated in late 1980s, the tension upon the Nagorno-Karabakh
region escalated and moved to another stage.
First Nagorno-Karabakh War
In the late 1980s, when Nagorno-Karabakh -specifically the Enclave’s Parliament of
Artsakhs- voted to become part of Armenia, it sparked the first Nagorno-Karabakh war
between the two countries which lasted from 1988 to May 1994. Shortly after the
Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO) in Azerbaijan voted to unify the region with
Armenia, regional clashes began.

Especially after both Armenia and Azerbaijan declared their independence from the U.S.S.R
when the union collapsed in 1991, the regional clashes in the Nagorno-Karabakh region
turned into full-out war. Although the war ceased in 1994 when both Azerbaijan and Armenia
signed the Bishkek Protocol, the two parties actually never agreed on a peace treaty.

Since the Bishkek Protocol, Armenian and Azerbaijani troops have been divided by a “line of
contact” for the last two and a half decades as indicated in the protocol and the region has
become acceleratingly militarized and it has even been mentioned to be one of the world’s
three most militarized borders.

Border Clashes

Although the Bishkek Protocol was valid since its entry into force, there have been a number
of border clashes between Armenia and Azerbaijan until the recent war between the two
parties. In 2010, the worst violations of the ceasefire occurred in the border and have been
followed by the fight endured from 2011 to 2013 and they caused many deaths and casualties.
Also, there have been occasional clashes around the border between 2014 and 2018 which
enhanced the tension in the region. To sum up, the zone of Nagorno-Karabakh has always
been a territory of high tension even in times of truce.



2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War-Latest Events

On the morning of September 27, 2020, clashes started along the Nagorno-Karabakh Line of
Contact as an armed conflict between Azerbaijan backed by Turkey and self-proclaimed
Republic of Artsakh with Armenia. Fierce fighting occurred along the border in September
2020 and quickly became a war. Many civilians died or got injured within this fatal armed
conflict. While both countries were accusing each other of provoking war and attacking
civilians, Turkey played a pivotal role in the dispute. As Turkey fought next to Azerbaijan, its
primary ally, Turkish drones highly affected the course of events.

Following the six-week-long conflict between Azerbaijan and ethnic Armenians, a peace deal
has been signed by Russia, Azerbaijan, and Armenia on November 9,2020 ending all
hostilities in the region. Under the deal, two parties agreed to exchange prisoners of war and
the bodies of the fallen. Moreover, the terms of the deal required Armenia to withdraw their
forces from Armenian occupied territories surrounding the Nagorno-Karabakh region and a
peacekeeping force of the Russian Federation would be deployed along the line of contact and
the Lachin Corridor.
Currently, Nagorno-Karabakh is free from conflict under the terms of the peace deal. On the
other hand, another conflict or a border clash is always expected.

Involved Countries and Organizations

Azerbaijan (militarily supported and reinforced by Turkey): As the eventual, yet
predicted end of USSR comes, the historical conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan
sparked with Soviet Armenian military intervention to the disputed region of
Nagorno-Karabakh located in Soviet Azerbaijan in 1988. Nonetheless, full-scaled war yet to
take place in the early 1990s. Through sparks and ceasefires witnessed, Azerbaijan expanded
its political and military co-operations and even extended its relationships with some
countries to comradeships.
Note: Until the proclaimed dissolution of USSR -between 1988-1991, USSR- through the
majority of the constituent republics- stated their support to the Soviet Azerbaijan

Syrian Militants: The steady reinforcements of Turkey to its long-time ally Azerbaijan
hadn’t been direct and Turkey never became a formal military belligerent in the conflict.
Nevertheless, Turkey-US coordinately trained Syrian mercenaries -of which as well-known
ones Al-Hamza and Sultan Murad Divisions can be posed- seized a semi-active role in the
conflict.

Armenia: Claiming that historically the State of Artsakh-autonomously dependent to the
Republic of Armenia- should take hold of the governance of the region, Armenia has always
been in clashes through the conflict. As the region hosts essential natural gas and gasoline
pipelines initiating from both Azerbaijan and Iran-Iraq, Armenia -not possessing adequate



natural resources- would be in seek for benefiting from the region's geopolitical properties.

Artsakh (with some Kuban Cossacks and Osettians fighting on their side with an exceptional
reinforcement of Kurdish mercenaries)

Volunteer Members of Armenian Diaspora: Some citizens of diasporic communities of
Armenian nation fled to Armenia to reinforce the Army of Armenian State.

OSCE-Minsk Group: Headed by the co-chairmanship position shared by France, Russia and
the US.

Member States to the Minsk Group: Belarus, Finland, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Turkey as
well as Armenia and Azerbaijan. Group applies a mechanism called OSCE Troika giving one
of the non-chairing member states the annual position of chairmanship for ensuring a poised
political system.
Timeline of events

Late 1980s
–Before 1988

The enclave’s parliament, titled as the National Assembly of Nagorno
Karabakh, had voted in favor of uniting with Armenia. A referendum,
boycotted by the Azerbaijani population of Nagorno-Karabakh, was
held, whereby most of the voters voted in favor of independence.

1988 As the Soviet Disintegration neared, the tensions gradually grew into
an increasingly violent conflict between ethnic Armenians and ethnic
Azerbaijanis, resulting in ethnic cleansings and pogroms of both sides.

20
February
1988

Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast (NKAO) in Azerbaijan voted
to unify the region with Armenia.

February
27, 1988

Sumgait Pogrom against Armenians, the Ministry of Defence of
USSR unsuccessfully attempted to suppress the riot the day after, 28.

March 1988 Gugark Pogrom against Azerbaijani people, resulting with the death
of 18-187 of Azerbaijani civilian

January
12-19, 1990

Baku Pogrom against Armenians, death of 48 Armenian and civilians
from other ethnic origins



26
February
1992

Khojaly Massacre against Azerbaijani civilians, resulting with the
tragic deaths of 200-600 Azerbaijani.

Late
Winter of
1992

The full-scale clashes between parties initiated and attempts for
mediation by OSCE failed.

Spring of
1993

Armenian forces captured enclave territories and inclined outside the
enclave itself, threatening further involvement of third parties.

1994, Prior
to the
Ceasefire

Armenians were in full control of most of the enclave and also held
and currently control approximately 9% of Azerbaijan's territory
outside the enclave.

May 5, 1994 Bishkek Protocol, a provisional ceasefire agreement, was signed with
a particular affirmation of overwhelming Armenian victory by
Azerbaijan.

March 4,
2008

The 2008 Mardakert Clashes began on 4 March after the 2008
Armenian Election Protests, the first sturdy military confrontation
since the signing of the ceasefire.

March 14,
2008

UN General Assembly by a recorded vote of 39 in favour to 7 against
adopted Resolution 62/243, demanding the immediate withdrawal of
all Armenian forces from the occupied territories of Azerbaijan.

2010 A scattered exchange of gunfire alongside the Azerbaijani-Armenian
military border positionings took place.

Between
2008-2010

In total, a number of 74 soldiers were killed on both sides.

2011 In all during the year, 10 Armenian soldiers were killed



2012 In all during 2012, 19 Azerbaijani and 14 Armenian soldiers were
killed.

2013 12 Azerbaijani and 7 Armenian soldiers were killed in border clashes.

2014 By August 5, 2014, the fighting that started on 27 July had left 14
Azerbaijani and 5 Armenian soldiers dead. Overall, 27 Azerbaijani
soldiers had died since the start of the year in border clashes

November
12, 2014

Azerbaijani armed forces shot down a Nagorno-Karabakh Defense
Army Mil Mi-24 helicopter over Karabakh's Agdam district. In the
incident resulting with the death of 3 servicemen, Armenia's Defense
Ministry stated the aircraft was unarmed and called its downing an
"unprecedented provocation". Azerbaijani authorities claimed the
helicopter was "trying to attack" Azerbaijani army positions.

2015 In 2015 alone, Baku spent $3bn on its military, more than Armenia's
entire national budget.

April 2016 88 Armenian and 31–92 Azerbaijani soldiers died in addition to 10
civilian casualties and destruction of an Azerbaijani military
helicopter, 13 unmanned drones and an Azerbaijani tank.

2016-2017 Several border clashes with varying severance took place through the
years of which shelling of artillery positions and usage of anti-tan
batteries have been witnessed in notable ones.

2018 8 Artsakh soldiers were killed by Azerbaijani snipers and 3 civilians
were killed in demining operations held by Artsakh.

September
27 2020

Serious clashes in Nagorno-Karabakh re-erupted, leading to Armenia
declaring martial law and mobilization followed by declaration of
martial law and establishment of curfew by Azerbaijan's Parliament.



October 3
2020

Azerbaijan and Armenia/Artsakh began trading missile and rocket
artillery strikes against infrastructure. Among the targets hit were
Stepanakert, the capital of Artsakh, a bridge linking Armenia with
Nagorno-Karabakh, which was taken out in a missile strike.

October 4
2020

Azerbaijani forces launched offensives toward Jabrayal and Füzuli.

October 9
2020

Capture of Jabrayal by Azerbaijan

October 10
2020

Russia reported that both Armenia and Azerbaijan had agreed on a
humanitarian ceasefire.

October 17
2020

Capture of Füzuli by Azerbaijani Army

October 22
2020

Azerbaijan announced that the border area with Iran was fully secured
with the capture of Agbend

October 26
2020

Azerbaijani advance to within 25 kilometers of the Lachin corridor

November
8 2020

Azerbaijani forces seized Shusha, the second-largest city in Artsakh
before the war, located 15 kilometers from Stepanakert, the republic's
capital.

November
9 2020

Ceasefire Agreement signed with stipulates stating the retreatment of
Armenian soldiers and transmission of control to Azerbaijan.

Previous attempts to solve the issue

The usefulness and absolute neutrality of the Minsk Group in peace negotiations were
immensely criticised by both Azerbaijani and Armenian States and their delegations



participating in peace talk stating that “ten-year-long OSCE mediation had not been effective
enough”. Azerbaijan repeatedly denounced Minsk Group due to the presence of a vast
Armenian diaspora in the Co-Chairman Countries, France, Russian and the United States,
compared to any other state. However, it can be stated that the intervention of the group had
paved the way for the formation and steady-sustainment of an available ambience of
negotiation.

On 19 December 2015, Serzh Sargsayn and Ilham Aliyev held a summit in Bern, Switzerland
under the auspices of the Co-Chairs. The Presidents supported ongoing work to reduce the
risk of violence and confirmed their readiness to continue engagement on a settlement. The
last summit between Ilham Aliyev and Serzh Sargsyan took place on October 16, 2017
organized by Minsk Group in Geneva, Switzerland. The presidents admitted to take
appropriate actions in order to reinforce the negotiations process and decrease tensions on the
Line of Contact.

Although several meetings had been held between government officials of parties, it became
apparent that neither concrete solutions have ever been proposed by the Minsk Group nor to a
precise outcome can they ever reach. There had been a number of European peacebuilding
organizations working with local partners towards this goal, including a European
Union-funded consortium, known as the European Partnership for the Peaceful Resolution of
the Conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh (EPNK), yet no agreement on solution proposals can be
obtained either.
Possible solutions

In order to solve this issue, we should evaluate the issue with a wider perspective
incorporating its origins. Eradication of this conflict can only be made real via solving the
quandar initiating the issue. As many conflicts witnessed through the progress of history, both
parties were in thorough search for putting their nations one more step forward than their
opponents and taking hold of the political and geopolitical prevailance. Geopolitical dynamics
in our globalised world are interconnected with economic wills of countries, as in this case
Armenia attempts to take governance of a geopolitically essential region in compensation of
their inadiquence in natural resources. As the transcaucasian gasoline and natural gas
pipelines, the intersection region of Iraq-Iran, Russian and Azerbaijani pipes, transmits a mass
fortune, the region becomes a potential dispute zone.

Armenia justifies their claims through mediating the demographic structure of the region
whereas Azerbaijan roots their claims from long-stemmed governance of the region by
Azerbaijani people. Referendums organized in the region attested that Armenian claims
cannot be easily abnegated, yet for the sake of economical gain and greater political influence
cultural unity and political solidarity of another state can’t be endangered or threatened.
Leaving an open way for further conflict to take place, one thing to ensure security of
civilians is to satisfy the intentions of both parties -which at the same time means not
satisfying either of them. As a matter of fact, placing permanent interference and prolonging
the governance by the State of Azerbaijan with an exceptional pack of economic privileges
entitled for the inhabitant Armenians will be our solutions. The first way explained as a



“permanent interference” can’t be a long-lasting solution unless it provides the region with
full-independence and self-governance rights. Contradicting its applicability, this solution
may mean the isolation of a culture of both Azeribaijani and Armenian communities,
therefore; the second option seems more reasonable. Even though this way can ensure
conservancy of culture, demands for political superiority will always proceed. Nevertheless,
this doesn’t mean that conflict will last forever and instead points the need for different
approaches to develop.

Useful links

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54324772
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/analysis/analysis-towards-permanent-solution-to-nagorno-karabakh
-conflict/2043047
Nagorno-Karabakh | History, Map, & Conflict
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/nagorno-karabakh-conflict
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YU2v38hRRbg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kHCvXr-CCzM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=69CLmiQ6-zA&t=101s
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/2020/10/how-nagorno-karabakh-conflict-shaped
-by-past-empires/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/analysis/analysis-towards-permanent-solution-to-nagorno-karabakh
-conflict/2043047
https://icds.ee/en/can-the-conflict-in-nagorno-karabakh-be-solved/
https://www.usip.org/publications/1998/12/nagorno-karabakh-searching-solution-0
https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/download/article-file/228073
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/27/armenia-and-azerbaijan-a-decades-lon
g-bloody-rivalry
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