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To the delegates of the Disarmament and 
International Security committee;  

I am Damla Görgülü, an eleventh grader science 
programme student from TED Ankara College 
Foundation Private High School. In 9th grade 
MUN has become a huge part of my life, and 
ever since I have tried to find ways to adapt to 
this busy schedule of events being a member of 
the MUN club provides me with. I have been to 
ten conferences first one being TAMUN’18 and 
the last one being THIMUN’20.  

Throughout this conference you are expected to do proper research beforehand, 
participate in the debating procedures effectively and share and defend your thoughts 
on several global threats that the committee will be discussing in the following days. 
While doing so, please try to be respectful towards other delegates and remember that 
MUN conferences can also be considered as opportunities for you to interact with your 
peers and enlighten them regarding the changes that happen within the world, we are 
living in. I hope ACMUN’20 will be an unforgettable and fun experience for all of us.  

Sincerely, Damla Görgülü 
President Chair of DISEC  

 
 



 
 
INTRODUCTION 

Mankind has faced many technological advancements especially in the late 20th 

century, which has led to the development of several branches, one being outer space 
activities. Due to the rapid, drastic changes and steps that are taken under the topic of 
space, several issues related to the peaceful use of discoveries of outer space have 
been brought up to the table. One of the greatest concerns regarding the topic was, 
without doubt, the usage of these technologies and the information that is gathered 
during the pursuance of experiments in warfare. The weaponization of space became 
a global threat but it had greater effects on several countries that have made 
investments with the aim of militarizing the space. The international platforms have 
been aware of these ongoing events and ever since the launch of the first man-made 
satellite into space, in 1957, the UN has taken measures in order to ensure that space 
is used exclusively for peaceful purposes.  

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 

Space Law 

Space Law is the law which governs space-related activities while also 
comprising a wide range of international treaties, agreements, United Nations 
resolutions and regulations of international organizations. The term “space law” 
connotates with the related chapters of the principles of international law which are 
mentioned in the five international treaties and principles which are developed under 
the auspices of the UN. Regarding these aforementioned auspices and international 
agreements, member states have developed their own laws and legislations to cover 
the governance of space-related activities. Space law touches several matters such as 
but not limited to preservation of space and environment of the Earth, liability for the 
damage caused as a result of celestial bodies, the settlement of disputes, the 
accessibility of information upon potential dangers of outer space, managing the use 
of space-related technologies and the maintenance of international cooperation which 
will be crucial since it will boost the effectiveness of the conduction of space activities. 
According to this law, space is considered as the province of not only several states 
but all humankind and the freedom of exploration of outer space by all states without 
discrimination should be set as a goal to accomplish.  

Celestial Bodies  

Everything which occurs naturally and is located outside the Earth’s atmosphere 
is a celestial body by definition.  

 
Satellite  
 



According to the definition made by the Collins Dictionary, a satellite is “an object which has been sent 
into space in order to collect information or be part of a communications system.”  

The Space Race 

The Space Race which took place in between two superpowers, the USA and 
the Soviet Union was a part of the Cold War and a competition of development of 
aerospace capabilities such as artificial satellites, unmanned space probes. This event 
has begun when the Soviets launched the world’s first artificial satellite, Sputnik I, in 
October 1957 and has led to the formation of National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) in 1958 for it to serve as the federal agency with primary 
responsibility for the development of aerospace research. The previous successes of 
the Soviet Union have had a major impact on the society of the US since it has not only 
altered strategic defense doctrines but also led to new educational initiatives.  

Transparency and Confidence Building Measures (TCBMs)  

Regarding the definition in the journal “Space Policy”, Volume 27, Issue 1, 
TCBM’s are a set of told designated to display, predict and discipline the actions of the 
member states with respect to maintaining the security of space. Since, it is possible 
for intentional and unintentional threats to occur, it is stated that there is a growing 
international consensus on the need for greater transparency in space related activities 
as well as confidence building measures to reduce the prospects of disruption to the 
ever-expanding role of space on a daily basis. According to “Space Policy”; “TCBMs 
can serve as a guide to understand what political arrangements are possible in space, 
including certain precedents in the areas of arms control, non-proliferation and 
disarmament while also evaluating the current and emerging challenges in space in the 
context of unilateral, bilateral, multilateral and private initiatives to increase space 
situational awareness and security.”  

Weapons of Mass Destruction 

The United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Asia and 
the Pacific (UNRCPD) defines weapons of mass destruction (WMDs) as “a class of 
weaponry with the potential to, in a single moment, kill millions of civilians, jeopardize 
the natural environment, and fundamentally alter the world and the lives of future 
generations through their catastrophic effects.”  

Space Debris 

According to the information derived from NASA, space debris, which may also 
be referred to as “space junk”, orbit the Earth and have reached to a number greater 
than 500,000. They are considered as threats due to their high speed (17,500 mph) 
which will enable them to damage satellites or spacecrafts. NASA included the 
information about the presence of a long-standing set of guidelines on how to deal with 
each potential collision threat and according to the detailed explanation these 



guidelines “specify when the expected proximity of a piece of debris increases the 
probability of a collision enough that evasive action or other precautions to ensure the 
safety of the crew is needed.”  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

As mankind moved on making discoveries upon space, the face of warfare has 
shifted, and the states began to consider the space as an ultimate high ground in terms 
of warfare. The parties utilized space as a military base that would give them a 
remarkable advantage against other states. It should be noted that there are several 
global threats that may occur as a result of the militarization of space and these threats 
will be explored throughout the report.  

History
  

Following the Second World War, there haVE been rapid advancements in technology 
due to the fact that the superpowers, United States of America and the Soviet Union, 
had developed their military technology to not only ensure victory but also to use them 
in the field of space exploration. One of the greatest changes the aforementioned 
technological advancements provided people with, is the development of missiles 
capable of being launched remotely and inform humanity upon what they had known 
almost nothing about the outer space.  

From the 1950s onwards the clash between the USSR and the US, which is also 
known as “the Cold War”, resulted in the developed space technologies to be used as 
a means of the US and The Soviet Union competing for superiority not only in the world 
politics but also in space exploration. Even though the Cold War did not result in a full-
on war between nations this so called “Space race” became a form of the arms race 
since there is a direct adaptation of these technologies which are used in space 
exploration to military purposes.  

It is not possible for the presence of a current arms race in outer space to be 
mentioned however, throughout history, there have been visible proof of forms of an 
arms race for space that adds up to the fact that there is a high risk of such an event 
to take place in the near future.  

Weapons Used In Space 

Knowing the basics regarding warfare in space plays a crucial role since it will 
enable you to have a better understanding of the outcomes of space weaponization. 
The weapons that are used in space can either be able to damage a satellite or interfere 
with its functioning (ASAT) or intend to attack targets on Earth from space. Some 
examples of arms that are used in space can be given as space-based ballistic missile 
defense interceptors and ground-attack weapons. It should be mentioned that weapons 
that interfere with a satellite's ground stations or ground- based communications 



receivers are not considered ASAT weapons, so some member states include them in 
their defense technologies.  

 

Daily Use Versus Military Use of Satellites  

Since satellites derive information from the space to use in various purposes 
keeping track of them is a challenging step to accomplish. There are satellites that are 
completely used for daily purposes, such as radio satellites; while, on the other hand, 
it is known that some satellites are currently orbiting around Earth only to be used for 
military purposes regardless of the “The Outer Space Treaty” which puts emphasis on 
using the space exclusively for peaceful purposes. Other than these types of satellites 
with completely opposite aims, it is also possible to mention a “grey area” in which 
satellites are used to gather the information that will be used on a daily basis and 
military purposes. The Global Positioning System (GPS) which was initially used by the 
army, for example, and was later introduced to the public as an alternative way for easy 
transportation.  

The Threats of the Weaponiaztion of Space 

Since most weapons become far more destructive when used from space, 
having military bases or satellites with military purposes in space is much more 
dangerous than having them on earth. It would be easier to launch a missile from space 
since the calculations that are needed to be done is not as complicated as the ones 
that should be done while launching a missile from Earth with the aim of attacking a 
land on another continent.  

There is also a possibility for satellites with powerful telescopes, which are sent 
to space with the justification of using them in further detailed space research, to be 
used to have surveillance on Earth. This technology can easily be used by parties to 
“spy” on their rivals and is a potential threat to international sovereignty.  

Space is not only a storage for destructive armature, but it is also used to test 
weapons, to be more specific; WMDs and missiles. Some might say that testing 
weapons in space has its benefits, since the earth does not get directly affected by the 
pollution caused by the tests however it should be highlighted that space pollution is  
another great issue that is being discussed on the international platforms since, it is 
known that there will be devastating long-term effects. This dilemma is also strictly 
prohibited by the “Outer Space Treaty since it is still using the space for military 
purposes.  

Long-Term Sustainability of Outer Space Activities 

Outer space activities are not only carried out to advance our knowledge of the 
universe, but they are also used for improving the daily lives of people worldwide 
through their contributions such as but not limited to, carrying out environmental 



monitoring, management of natural resources, meteorological forecasting, climate 
modelling, satellite navigation and early warning systems to help mitigate potential 
disasters. In order to, develop new technologies which may have further benefits and 
increase the effectivity of the current space applications, it is more than necessary to 
preserve the outer space environment and make it sustainable over long-term for the 
future generations to have a chance to use it for further experimentation.  

Set up by the General Assembly in 1959, Committee on the Peaceful Uses of 
Outer Space has considered different aspects of the long-term sustainability of outer 
space activities. In 2010 the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee began 
considering long-term sustainability of outer space as an agenda item and conducted 
its work in order to build on previous efforts. The Working Group on the Long-Term 
Sustainability of Outer Space had the objectives of identifying areas of concern for the 
long-term sustainability of outer space activities, proposing measures that could 
enhance sustainability, and producing voluntary guidelines to reduce risks to long-term 
sustainability. It worked by addressing thematic areas which included the term 
“sustainable space utilization”. Sustainable space utilization was then examined 
through sub-topics such as space debris, space operations and tools to support 
collaborative space situational awareness; space weather, and regulatory regimes and 
guidance for actors in the space arena.  

MAJOR COUNTRIES AND ORGANISATIONS INVOLVED  

The United States of America 

Playing a major role in space research for decades now, the US has attempted 
to use the space for military purposes, doing extensive research and working on many 
projects, during the “Space Race” with the USSR within the Cold War. In March 2018, 
USA’s president, Donald Trump, stated: “since [America] is doing a tremendous 
amount of work in space maybe [they] would need a new force called Space Force.” İn 
his speech targeting military personnel. Currently, the USA does not have a directly 
operating “Space Force” however, there were times the US Air Force was used to 
operate space related activities. All these beforementioned actions can be considered 
as a violation of the “Outer Space Treaty”, which was ratified by the US in 1967.  
 
Russian Federation 

Similar to the USA, the Russian Federation started to advance in space 
technology during the “Space Race” against the USA as the Soviet Union. The Russian 
Federation being a country with one of the greatest military forces, has ratified the 
“Outer Space Treaty”. In contradiction with this action, the Russian Federation has their 
policies in the space not being peaceful at all. During the Eastern Economic Forum 
President Vladimir Putin recently gave a speech, in which he hinted at a possible arms 
race with the USA.  

PR China 



Due to the presence of advanced technology and considerable economic power, 
it is anticipated that they play a major role in space research. PR China is also 
considered competition for the United States of America, similar to the Russian 
Federation.  

 

 

Canada  

From the beginning of the Conference on Disarmament Canada’s contributions 
regarding the prevention of an arms race in outer space has been numerous. These 
contributions all indicated that building confidence in between nations and generally 
providing a framework for international cooperation in outer space is a crucial aspect 
of the issue that needs to be covered properly. (Two of the most significant Canadian 
initiatives have been CD/1815 “Transparency and confidence building measures in 
outer space” and CD/1569 “Proposal concerning CD action on outer space”.)  

The United Kingdom  

Has military satellites.  

France  

Has military satellites.  

Germany  

Has military satellites.  

Italy  

Has military satellites.  

Spain  

Has military satellites.  

Israel  

Has military satellites.  

The United Nations Office of Outer Space (UNOOSA)  

According to the statements made in the official website of the UNOOSA, their 
purpose as an establishment is, “to promote international cooperation in the peaceful 



use and exploration of space, and in the utilization of space science and technology for 
sustainable economic and social development. The Office assists any United Nations 
Member States to establish legal and regulatory frameworks to govern space activities 
and strengthens the capacity of developing countries to use space science technology 
and applications for development by helping to integrate space capabilities into national 
development programs.”  

The UNOOSA is responsible for carrying international space law, organizing 
international workshops, and making publications regarding the developments in space 
and space law. It operates as the secretariat of the United Nations Committee on the 
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) and the International Committee on Global 
Navigation Satellite Systems (ICG).  

TIMELINE OF EVENTS 



 

UN INVOLVEMENT: RELEVANT RESOLUTIONS, EVENTS AND 
TREATIES  
 

Outer Space Treaty  



 
The Outer Space Treaty which was considered by the Legal sub-committee in 

196, was reached in the General Assembly in the same year (resolution 2222 (XXI)). 
The treaty was based on the Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities 
of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, which had was previously adopted 
by the General Assembly in resolution 1962 (XVIII) in 1963. The difference of this treaty 
was that it added several new provisions. It opened to signatory in January 1967 with 
three depository Governments which can be listed as the Russian Federation, the 
United Kingdom and the United States of America and it entered into force in October 
1967.  

 
The Outer Space Treaty provides the basic framework on international space law, 
including the following principles:  

• the exploration and use of outer space shall be carried out for the benefit and in 
the interests of all countries and shall be the province of all mankind;  
• outer space shall be free for exploration and use by all States;  
• outer space is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by 
means of use or occupation, or by any other means;  

• States shall not place nuclear weapons or other weapons of mass destruction in 
orbit or on celestial bodies or station them in outer space in any other manner;  

• the Moon and other celestial bodies shall be used exclusively for peaceful 
purposes;  

• astronauts shall be regarded as the envoys of 
mankind;  

• States shall be responsible for national space activities whether carried out by 
governmental or non-governmental entities;  

• States shall be liable for damage caused by their space 
objects; and  

• States shall avoid harmful contamination of space and celestial 
bodies.  

United Nations Programme on Space Applications  

According to the scientist “Space Age begun” on 4 October 1957 when the first 
artificial satellite, Sputnik1, was released to space and soon after that event United 
Nations declared that space should be used exclusively for peaceful purposes to 
improve life on Earth and for the benefit of all countries, irrespective of their degree of 
economic status or scientific development level. During the first United Nations 
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE) which 
was held in 1968, the Member States came up with the creation of a dedicated 
programme in the framework of the United Nations. Regarding this recommendation 
United Nations Program on Space Applications (what was then the United Nations 
Outer Space Division) was established in 1971. Following that, in 1982, the United 
Nations organized a second conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer 
Space (UNISPACE 82) dedicated establish five Regional Centers for Space Science 
and Technology Education, affiliated to the United Nations. The third United Nations 
Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (UNISPACE III) was 



held in 1999, and it aimed to further increase the benefits that could be derived from 
space technology and its applications. Soon after the United Nations Platform for 
Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN- 
SPIDER) and the International Committee on Global Navigation Satellite Systems 
(ICG) which serves as a forum of providers and user communities of Global Navigation 
Satellite Systems (GNSS) were established.  

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spaces (COPOUS)  

After the United Nations was formed in 1945, it has been actively engaged in 
promoting global cooperation and peaceful usage of space. In order to accomplish this 
beforementioned goal, the United Nations General Assembly established the 
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPOUS) which basically aimed to 
encourage research regarding space exploration and outer space in general. 
Additionally, the committee also deals with the legal aspects of the issue and it Works 
in collaboration with different space programs established by the UN.  

UN-SPIDER 

Established in 2006, United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for 
Disaster Management and Emergency Response (UN-SPIDER) was formed under the 
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (OOSA). According to the reports of UN- 
SPIDER remote sensing for Earth observation, satellite-based telecommunication and 
global navigation satellite systems contribute to more effective disaster risk 
management and emergency response. Its main aim is to enable developing countries 
to use all types of space-based information in all phases of the disaster management 
cycle including prevention, preparedness, early warning, response and reconstruction. 
It also develops solutions to overcome the limited access of developing countries to 
costly, highly specialized technologies that can improve actions to reduce disaster risk 
or support disaster response operations through knowledge sharing and the 
strengthening of institutions. In one of their previous reports UN-SPIDER defined itself 
as an organization responsible for “facilitating cooperation between data and 
information providers and the different groups of users of such data, such as 
policymakers, disaster risk managers or emergency responders.” They also added that 
a benefit of doing so is having a better flow of information between all stakeholders and 
affected populations.  

The Rescue Agreement  

This agreement was published in order to detail the Article V of the Outer Space 
Treaty and it entered into force on 3 December 1968. According to the statements 
made in the agreement, all member states which agreed upon the treaty should be 
aware of the situation astronauts are in and offer help to them regardless of their state, 
religion and race. It also highlights the fact that if a countries space technology lands 
in another state, the receiving state is responsible for returning it.  

Liability Convention 



The main aim behind the release of this document was to ensure that member 
states took responsibility if a space craft launched by them causes any kind of damage. 
It entered into force on 1 September 1972, however according to the recordings the 
only time it was used was when the USSR satellite Kosmos 954 crashed in 1978 and 
left radioactive pieces across Northern Canada. (Canada charged the USSR $6 
million.)  

 
 
Treaties & Agreements Registration Convention 

In this convention every member state was expected to deliver information about 
orbits of all their space objects It entered into force on 15 September 1976 and today, 
over 92% of space objects (1200 of them being satellites) are registered.  

Moon Agreement 

According to the Moon Agreement all member states should benefit for natural 
objects in space, including the Moon. This agreement which entered into force on 11 
July 1984 banned military use of the moon and other natural objects in space. However, 
due to the lack of in favor votes (17 countries have ratified it) it is considered as a failed 
treaty.  

POSSIBLE SOLUTION PROPOSALS  

As it was mentioned before, the “Outer Space Treaty” which, without doubt, was 
one of the greatest steps taken to prevent the issue has proven to be insufficient for 
the most part, since there is a problem with the application of it. Delegates may try to 
focus on improving the treaty as well, however most of the attention should be given to 
making sure the parties follow the decisions that have been made.  

As it can be seen in the information given before, the UN has been actively 
taking measures to overcome the issue, however there are still some “loopholes” which 
should be covered by strengthening/implementing laws and legislations. Delegates 
should ensure that the proposed legislations deal with all aspects of using the outer 
space peacefully. (It should be reminded that the research in space has helped improve 
the life standards of humanity and should not be put to halt due to concerns about 
international security.)  

After the legal aspects of the issue are covered, delegates should focus on 
communication and mutual respect in order to promote international discussions and 
cooperation in the field of space exploration. To do so, the creation of international 
conferences specifically about PAROS, may be used to highlight the importance of the 
issue in the area of disarmament.  

As previously mentioned, there are certain member states that have played a 
critical and important role regarding armaments and outer space. Within this context it 



is more than important for different concerns to be expressed and taken into 
consideration by introducing both voluntary and binding measures to benefit to the 
security of all nations involved.  

While coming up with solution proposals delegates should ensure that their 
ideas are based on developing pre-existing organizations, since creating an  
organization from scratch would be more time consuming and costly. It should also be 
understood that during the creation of their resolution, it is vital for the delegates to 
address all aspects of the issue at hand, as it is important for the final resolution to have 
a holistic approach.  

 

 

USEFUL LINKS AND SOURCES  

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/us-history/postwarera/1950s- 
america/a/the-start-of-the-space-race  

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/index.html
  

https://www.unoosa.org/res/oosadoc/data/documents/2018/aac_1052018crp/aac_10 
52018crp_20_0_html/AC105_2018_CRP20E.pdf  

https://www.unoosa.org/res/oosadoc/data/documents/2019/a/a7420_0_html/V19060 
77.pdf  

https://www.unoosa.org/pdf/publications/ST_SPACE_52_Rev1.pdf
  

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/spacelaw/treaties/introouterspacetreaty.htm 
l 

https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/news/orbital_debris.html  

https://www.unoosa.org/oosa/en/ourwork/topics/long-term-sustainability-of-outer- 
space-activities.html  

http://un-spider.org/sites/default/files/UN-
SPIDER_brochure_2014.pdf  
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