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Esteemed Delegates, 

 
My name is Dila Tosun and I have the pleasure 

of serving as the president chair of the Special 
Political and Decolonization Committee. Participating 
from TED Ankara, I am a 11th Grade student. I like 
travelling, I am playing saxophone in our school 
orchestra, playing piano since age of 5 and I am a 
licensed tennis player. 

 
This will be my 10th conference. I have enjoyed 

all my Model United Nations conferences so far and I 
am very honored to be in ACMUN’20 as the president 
chair of SPECPOL.  

 
For the first timers, I can say that there is 

nothing to be ashamed of so please prepare for the 
conference, knowing the issues and your countries 
policy about them. For every delegate, prepare 
yourselves for 4 days of heated yet fruitful debates 
and having fun in the committee. 

 
I cannot wait to meet you all!!! 
      

 

  

INTRODUCTION 
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Antarctic has been a continent that kept people away because of the amount of ice, 
extreme weather changes, strong winds, and poor living conditions for thousands of years. 
However, from the beginning of the 20th century, with the developments in technology and 
science, surveying and researching activities started to increase rapidly in the Antarctic and 
the Southern Ocean. Some nations, wanted some rights of the continent which lead them 
to sign an agreement in order to sustain peace and protect the environment.  

 
Because of the Cold War, interchanges between the 

East and the West were interrupted and it became necessary 
for taking a step. That step was the International Geophysical 
Year between June 1957 and December 1958. IGY was very 
helpful for the world and many people agree upon that IGY 
contributed the activities in the Antarctic as they have 
established some plans. Plans made by the International 
Geophysical Year proved that a body for the scientific 
activities in Antarctica was an essential need so the Special 
Committee on Antarctic Research was established. Although 
the committee made pretty significant changes about the 
situation in Antarctica an international agreement should be 
signed for the sustainability of peace and science. 

 
In 1959, 12 nations that took active role during the IGY (Argentina, Australia, Belgium, 

Chile, France, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, United Kingdom, United States 
and Union of Soviet Socialist Republic) gathered together and signed the Antarctic Treaty 
which is composed of 14 Articles. (1) Those articles are mainly about no military use, 
freedom of scientific investigation, information exchange between scientists regardless of 
their nationality, nuclear free zone, inspections, jurisdiction, protection of fauna and flora, 
mining ban and territorial claims on hold.  

 
After the Antarctic Treaty was signed, all of the 12 states gathered together in a 

meeting called as Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings according to the Article 9 of the 
treaty. Every year the original twelve Parties to the Treaty and those Parties that 
demonstrate their interest in Antarctica by conducting substantial research activity there- 
together called the Consultative Parties – meet “for the purpose of exchanging information, 
consulting together on matters of common interest pertaining to Antarctica, and formulating 
and considering and recommending to their Governments measures in furtherance of the 
principles and objectives of the Treaty”. (3) Also, in those meetings some experts about 
environment and meteorology are included in order to understand if there are any side 
effects of the experiments. 
 
            Although the Antarctic Treaty has many effective solutions to the situation in 
Antarctica and it increases the scientific activity and research there, due to some changes 
in the world it lost its efficiency. The top reasons why the Antarctic Treaty System is not as 
effective as it used to be are global warming, increasing tourism activities, changes in the 
International Law and also establishments of new treaties which create concerns about the 
Antarctic Treaty.  
 
             
 

DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS 
 

(2) Logo of the International 

Geophysical Year 



3 

Antarctic Treaty: The treaty which was signed in 1959 after the International Geophysical 
Year in order to sustain a clean environment for scientific activities without weapons or 
nuclear activities. 
 
The Antarctic: It is the natural reserve, devoted to peace and science 
according to the Antarctic Treaty System.  
 
Jurisdiction: It is the official power to make legal decisions and 
judgements. In the Antarctic Treaty only the Contracting Parties 
have the right to jurisdiction.  
 
The Union of Soviet Socialists Republic (USSR): A pre-existing empire which is located in 
Eurasia and formed of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Estonia, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Russia, Tajikistan, Ukraine, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan.  
 
Treaty: A treaty is a formal agreement which could be between international organizations, 
states and some parties. It can also be called as international agreement, protocol, 
convention or exchange of letters. 
 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
International Geophysical Year 
 
 During the Cold War period most of the technological and scientific exchanges 
between different sides of the world were interrupted. So many states thought about some 
solution proposals and in the end the idea of International Geophysical Year occurred. 
 
 International Geophysical Year (IGY) is a worldwide program took place between 
June 1957 and December 1958 in which geophysical research took place. There were 11 
research areas which are aurora and airglow, cosmic rays, geomagnetism, glaciology, 
gravity, ionospheric physics, longitude and latitude determinations, meteorology, 
oceanography, seismology and solar activity.  
  
What is IGY’s importance on Antarctica and the Antarctic Treaty? 

 
In the IGY an 18-month research about Antarctic science is held. The International 

Council of Scientific Unions took the first step and amended to widen the polar studies. After 
that nearly 70 national scientific organizations participated in those studies.   
 
Antarctic Treaty 
 

Antarctic Treaty is an agreement signed after the effects of the International 
Geophysical Year as one team of psychologists and scientists went to Antarctica in order to 
understand the effects of extreme weather conditions to human kind. It was signed by 12 
nations and 54 parties are involved in the treaty. Although some of those nations have 
signed the treaty only 29 of them called as the “Consultative Parties” have the right to vote 
at the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings (ATCM). 

 
(Note: All those articles which will be mentioned below are from the original Antarctic Treaty 
which can be found in the 5th reference) 
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Article-1: Antarctica shall be used for peaceful purposes only. The 
present Treaty shall not prevent the use of military personnel or 
equipment for scientific research or for any other peaceful purpose.  

As the first article is mainly about sustaining peace in the 
continent and it is the most important article for many nations and 
experts. By this article Antarctica becomes the only continent in which 
military actions are prohibited.  

 
Article-2: Freedom of scientific investigation Antarctica and 
cooperation toward that end, as applied during the 
International Geophysical Year, shall continue, subject to 
the provisions of the present Treaty.  

Since the International Geophysical Year, the 
scientific investigations in Antarctica are increasing day by 
day and it is very significant to protect those actions not only 
for the nations that are involved but for every part of the 
world because of the fact that science is international and 
could be improved with others contributions. With the Article 

2 freedom of scientific investigation is protected.  
 
Article-3: In order to promote international cooperation in scientific investigation in Antarctica 
information regarding plans for scientific programs in Antarctica, scientific personnel, 
scientific results and observations shall be exchanged between the nations. Every 
encouragement shall be given to the establishment of cooperative working relations with 
those Specialized Agencies of the UN and other international organizations that have 
scientific and technical interest in Antarctica. 
 With this Article the exchange process started during the 
International Geophysical Year is extended and also with the 
specialized agencies and other international organizations that 
have interest in the development of the continent will be increased. 
Also, those other parties could be helpful in the annual meetings. 
As scientists could learn about the new establishments, they would 
continue from the already existing work not from the beginning.  
 
Article-4: No acts or activities taking place while the present treaty is in force shall constitute 
a basis for asserting, supporting or denying a claim to territorial sovereignty in Antarctica or 
create any rights of sovereignty in Antarctica.  
 Article 4 is one of the most self-explanatory articles of the treaty and it highlights that 
no one can make any changes or do something which is not mentioned in the treaty until 
the present one is still active.  
 

Article-5: Any nuclear explosions in Antarctica and the disposal 
there of radioactive waste material shall be prohibited. 
 As the main reasons why, the Antarctic Treaty was signed 
are keeping peace and having a sustainable life in Antarctica, 
Article-5 has a pretty crucial role. Since radioactive material and 
nuclear waste have huge impacts on countries in the history, a 
need to protect the new places from those radioactive materials 
and activities occurred. Also, if an international agreement has 

any points about radioactive waste, nuclear weapons and things relevant, Antarctica will not 
be affected from it and they will obey the 5th Article.  
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Article-6: The provisions of the present Treaty shall apply to the area, 60° South Latitude 
including all ice shelves but nothing with regard to high seas in the area. 
 As the article highlights other nations rights it could be stated that Article-6 is under 
the international law. This is important since some of the governments might want to take 
some actions or improve their economy with the marine life in the Southern Ocean and 
cannot allocate budget for the scientific activities in Antarctica.  
 
Article-7: In order to promote the objectives and ensure the 
observance of the provisions of the present Treaty, each 
Contracting Party whose representatives are entitled to 
participate in the meetings referred to in Article 9  of the Treaty 
shall have the right to designate observers to carry out any 
inspection provided for by the present Article. 
 With the 7th Article all of the activities and experiments 
done in Antarctica can be controlled by investigators mentioned 
by the nations freely. The reason behind mentioning the names 
of the investigators is to be sure about the fact that no one is 
going to the area without having permission. Also controlling the activities are helpful for 
detecting if there are any inappropriate acts banned in the Treaty such as military activities 
or nuclear weapon usage. Also, the Treaty states that at every time, every place, each and 
every part that activities proceed should be open to investigation.  
 

Article-8: In order to facilitate the exercise of their functions 
under the present Treaty, and without prejudice to the respective 
positions of the Contracting Parties relating to jurisdiction over 
all other persons  in Antarctica, observers and scientific 
personnel exchanged, and members of the staffs accompanying 
any such persons, shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the 
Contracting Party of which they are nationals in respect of all 
acts or omissions occurring while they are in Antarctica for the 
purpose of exercising their functions.  

 Although the Article has a complex language it highlights that in Antarctica everyone 
is under International Law, not under any nations own law. When there is a crime according 
to the Antarctic Treaty however, then those people who are relevant with that act will be 
punished in their countries regarding to their own nation’s laws. Also, when someone does 
something which could be counted as a crime in their country then they will be taken to their 
country and they will be punished there.  
 
Article-9: Representatives of the Contracting Parties named in the preamble to the present 
Treaty shall meet at the city of Canberra within two months after the date of entry into force 
of the Treaty, and thereafter at suitable intervals and places, for the purpose of exchanging 
information, consulting together on matters on common interest pertaining to Antarctica, and 
formulating and considering,  and recommending to their governments measures in 
furtherance of the principles and objectives of the Treaty. 
 After the Treaty was signed the effects of it should be discussed between the relevant 
states so the problems could be solved easily. Since 1994 those annual meetings were once 
for two years and now once each year. The Treaty can be changed if one state wants to do 
so and others vote in favor for that proposals unanimously. As the Treaty will end in 2048 
there are some question marks about it: will it have major changes, will the Treaty be still 
active after that time.  
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Article-10: Each of the Contracting Parties undertakes to exert appropriate efforts, consistent 
with the Charter of the United Nations, to the end that no one engages in any activity in 
Antarctica contrary to the principles or purpose of the present Treaty.  
 10th Article’s aim is to protect the previously mentioned rules and so that have a 
sustainable continent full of scientific activities.  
 
Article-11: If some dispute between the Contracting Parties 
arises other nations mentioned in the treaty shall take some 
steps such as but not limited to negotiation, inquiry, mediation, 
conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement or other peaceful 
means of their own choice.  
 In order to solve the conflicts, Antarctic Treaty give rights 
to the signatories to take the necessary actions. Because if 
those conflicts would not come to an end the use of weapons 
or any other threats would occur. For saving Antarctica and 
having a sustainable environment there, Article-11 works as 
peacekeeping.  
  
Article-12: Some amendments regarding changing the Treaty could be given by the 
Contracting parties. 
 
Article-13: The present Treaty shall be subject to ratification by the signatory States. 
 
Article-14: The present Treaty, done in the English, French, Russian and Spanish 

languages, each version being equally authentic, shall be 
deposited in the archives of the Government of the United States 
of America, which shall transmit duly certified copies thereof to 
the Governments of the signatory and acceding states. 
 In the Antarctic Treaty, USA was one of the biggest 
powers at that times and therefor they have the right to deposit 

certified copies of the treaty in their archives.  
 

Antarctic Treaty has adapted itself for the new changes properly in some 
circumstances. However, nowadays the issue is not the same. So in order to understand 
the effects better the changes in Antarctica and their causes will be eliminated in different 
sections.  

 
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings 
 
 As mentioned in the Antarctic Treaty the contracting parties and experts about 
meteorology and environment should be gathered together in annual meetings in order to 
sustain a peaceful environment while discussing on the issues in the Antarctic region. Its 
importance is controlling the area annually. 
  
Changes in Antarctica 
 
Increasing and growing human activity in Antarctica 

 
Due to global warming amount of ice is decreasing rapidly and with the combination 

of the technological development and bigger opportunities the parts of Antarctica which 
could be used are increasing. Before a half century ago there were %98 ice and now 
because of the ice melted the amount of ice is decreased. Since the places where humans 
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can go and make some experiments there. The unreachable places become reachable but 
unfortunately it led to changes and a huge amount of problems in the area. As the area gets 
bigger, controlling the activities becomes harder.  

 
Other than the increasing scientific research 

activities tourism need is also increasing rapidly. From 
the beginning of 2010’s tourists turned to Antarctica and 
it is estimated that nearly 40.000 tourists went to 
Antarctica since 2010. Since those people have little 
knowledge about the situation in Antarctica and about 
the Antarctic Treaty, they have some bad effects to the 
area.  

 
 Next, in Antarctica there are different species and new opportunities for things other 
than research activities such as but not limited to fashion, cleaning, nursing and make up 
which cause new companies to go to Antarctica and collect some example pieces there. 
After some brands start to produce and commercialize the things that they experience in 
Antarctica they influence others so that human activity in Antarctica increases once more.  

 
 Although it is not a new thing, illegal fishing 
activities have alarmingly increased in Antarctica and the 
Southern Ocean. Since those illegal fishing activities are 
banned in the Antarctic Treaty System there are some 
punishments and consequences of this illegal act. 
However, many fishers still continue doing their job 
without caring about the laws. Some stronger and 
effective measurements should be put in order to tackle 

the issue of illegal fishing in Antarctica.  
 
Changes in the world and the international law 
 
 After the Antarctic Treaty was signed international law continued changing. New 
agreements, policies and treaties were signed. One of the most effective treaties to the 
Antarctic Treaty is the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. As the Antarctic 
Treaty is only for the ice-covered parts not the seas the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of Sea creates some question marks about the Southern Sea around Antarctica and 
the species there. Also, the Treaty permits the activities with mineral resources however the 
Antarctic Treaty does not so the Antarctic Treaty’s appliance becomes harder with the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of Sea and its International Seabed Authority.  
 
 UNCLOS has also had important consequences for the Antarctic Treaty System 
because of the obligation it contains for all states wishing to claim an extended continental 
shelf to submit certain information to the Commission on the Limitation of the Continental 
Shelf within a period of ten years.  
 
International Polar Year 
 
 International Polar Year is similar to the International Geophysical Year which took 
place between years 2007 and 2008. It is pretty important for the Arctic and the Antarctica 
is it can clearly be understood by its name.  
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International Polar Year is helpful for the main purposes of the Antarctic Treaty System 
which are scientific cooperation, protection of the Antarctic environment, conservation of 
plants and animals, preservation of historic sites, management of tourism, logistics 
cooperation, communication and safety.  
 

Causes and Effects: 
 
 Causes of the Antarctic Treaty 
 

1. After the Second World War, the technological investments and scientific 
developments were interrupted. Because of the Cold War between United States of 
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, USSR’s attempts on Antarctica 
threaten the peace there. So, the Antarctic Treaty was established. 
 

2. After the digital era, eyes of the world turned to Antarctica for new scientific research. 
In order to make those experiments sustainably a new treaty, covering all aspects 
and protecting natural resources there, was needed. 

 
3. Second World War affected the scientific experiments in a way that it increased 

weapon related activities so Antarctic Treaty Article 5 was established. 
 

4. Due to the activities of the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research many nations 
agreed upon the fact that there should be some agreement and list of rules so they 
gathered together and the Antarctic Treaty was signed.  

 
Effects of the Antarctic Treaty 

 
1. Marine species and endemic creature population and their lives are conserved with 

the Articles of the treaty. In order to protect the species which cannot be found in the 
other parts of the world some legislations for the fishing activities are present in the 
Antarctic Treaty. 

 
2. Fauna and flora of the Antarctic is protected with the laws. As some of the scientific 

research activities could harm the fauna and flora of the continent with the legislations 
and Articles on the Antarctic Treaty System.  

 
3. Disputes between the member nations that signed the Antarctic Treaty are solved 

easier with the Treaty. In the Article 11 it is stated that the arguments between the 
countries should be solved with the other states’ help. 

 
4. The activities in the Antarctic region could be controlled with the inspectors mentioned 

in the 7th Article. Those inspectors have the rights to control every activity in the 
Antarctic region so that nothing illegal according to the Antarctic Treaty would 
happen.  

 
5. Any weapon and military personnel usage is banned with the Antarctic so that it 

concluded with a peaceful continent without any problems or wars. Especially in the 
Cold War times it was pretty effective to have such article. 

 
6. Radioactive material usage is prohibited so a possible disaster is prevented. With the 

5th Article preventing the usage of any nuclear explosions the aim of having a 
sustainable Antarctica is reached.  
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 Causes of the problems of the Antarctic Treaty 
 

1. Increase in the tourism activities. Since the beginning of the last decade tourism 
activities are increasing dangerously.  

 
2. Changes in the International Law. Because of the new treaties which do not have the 

same aims with the Antarctic Treaty, the missions of the Antarctic Treaty are 
disturbed and it causes a problem for the application of the Antarctic Treaty System.  

 
3. Illegal fishing activities. Although it is not a new issue that come up this decade those 

fishing activities prohibited by the Antarctic Treaty are not being recognized by the 
fishers.  

 
4. Side effects of the global warming. Because of global warming ice in the Antarctic 

region is melting which causes humans to reach further places and continue their 
activities in a wider region.  

 
 Effects of the problems of the Antarctic Treaty 
 

1. The effects of the Antarctic Treaty are decreased due to the problems listed above.  
 
 
Evaluation of Other Issues:  
  
 International Polar Year is established which is explained in detail in the overview. 

 
 
 
RELEVANT ACTORS AND BODIES: 
 
Although Antarctic Treaty had many successful effects to the world of science some 
conventions and protocols for conserving marine life, mineral resources, seals and waste 
related issues.  

 
Name of Country or Organization: 
 

SCAR (Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research):  
 

The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research is a sub-body of the International 
Council for Science (ICSU) and all of the Contracting Parties are members of SCAR. Its 
primary mission is to coordinate, promote and facilitate the highest quality Antarctic science. 
It is not dependent to any government so it can be stated that it works internationally, 
however the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research tries to apply the Antarctic Treaty 
as much as possible so that many problems could be solved. Since there are some problems 
in the Antarctic Treaty due to the changes in the world and the international policy SCAR’s 
main purpose is to eliminate them all and have sustainable scientific activities in Antarctica. 
It was established in the International Geophysical Year and the committee was pretty 
effective in the establishment process of the Antarctic Treaty.  
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SCAR does not conduct routine monitoring and reporting for regulatory or compliance 
purposes, but encourages the collection of long-term observations of the environment for 
scientific reasons, such as establishing trends and variability, to enable better understanding 
of the underlying processes. (7)  There are five mains of the Scientific Committee on 
Antarctic Research which are; 

1. Bringing expert advice to the Antarctic Consultative Meetings and other 
organizations relevant with the scientific activities Antarctica.  

2. Ensuring that every relevant person has access to the scientific data in Antarctica 
free and easy. 

3. Bringing the new scientific news to public so that everyone will be aware of the 
developments there. This goal actually works for public awareness. 

4. Developing the scientific capacity in Antarctica by educating the members of the 
Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research, scientists and students at all levels. 

5. Increasing the quality of the research activities in Antarctica.  
 

Under SCAR there is the Standing Committee on the Antarctic Treaty System. 
 

The Standing Committee on the Antarctic Treaty System (SC-ATS): 
  

The Standing Committee on the Antarctic Treaty System is a sub body of the 
Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research which is for giving advice to the committees and 
meetings such as but not limited to the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting (ATCM) and 
its Committee on Environmental Protection (CEP), the Commission for the Conservation of 
Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), the Convention for the Conservation of 
Antarctic Seals (CCAS), and the Advisory Committee to the Agreement on the Conservation 
of Albatrosses and Petrels (ACAP). 

 
Committee for Environmental Production 
  
 The Committee for Environmental Production is established under the Protocol on 
Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty. Its functions are mentioned in the Protocol 
and they are mainly about observing and providing advice. Those advice will be about things 
such as but not limited to the effectiveness of measures, the need for strengthening, 
changing or adding measures, application and implementation processes, actions that 
would be done in urgent situations, the state of the Antarctic environment, the need for 
scientific research and the elaboration of the Antarctica Protected Area System. 
 
UNODA (United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs) 
 
 United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs is a sub-body of the UN and its mission 
is strengthening peace and security through disarmament. The importance of the office is 
that the Antarctic Treaty is signed under it as well as the Sea-Bed Treaty. 

 
World Meteorological Organization 
 
 As weather changes do not have any national 
boundaries, international cooperation for the 
development of meteorology, climatology. The main 
purpose of the World Meteorological Organization is to 
reach that aim, international cooperation. The 
International Council of Science and World 

Meteorological Organization worked together and established the International Polar Year 
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that took place between 2007 and 2008. Since International Polar Year has many 
contributions to the scientific activities in Antarctica it can be stated that World 
Meteorological Organization is helpful for the Antarctic Treaty. Also, World Meteorological 
Organization attends to the annual meetings as experts. 
 
Council of Managers of National Antarctic Programme (COMNAP) 
 
 Council of Managers of National Antarctic Program is a council which works in order 
to gather the national Antarctic programs under one institution. Its mission is to develop and 
promote best practice in managing the support of scientific research in Antarctica. In order 
to reach its aim COMNAP serves as a forum to develop practices that improve effectiveness 
of activities in an environmentally responsible manner, facilitates and promotes international 
partnerships, provides opportunities and systems for information exchange and provides the 
Antarctic Treaty System with objective and practical, technical and non-political advice 
drawn from the National Antarctic Programs’ pool of expertise.  
 
International Council of Science 
 
 As mentioned previously with the cooperation of World Meteorological Organization 
International Polar Year was established.  
 
United States of America 
 
 United States of America has many attempts in order to protect the sustainability in 
Antarctica with all the minerals, species, fauna and flora. In the Cold War years, nations 
believed that Antarctica should be preserved and not militarized. So, the diplomatic 
discussions between nations started. On May 3, United States proposed the other 11 
nations of the Antarctic Treaty to gather together in a meeting in order to discuss the situation 
in Antarctica in means such as but not limited to “the legal status quo of the Antarctic 
continent remain unchanged, scientific cooperation continue, the continent will be used for 
peaceful purposes only”. (9) As all nations agreed to gather together, a meeting was held in 
Washington.  
 
Russian Federation (It was USSR when the Antarctic Treaty was signed.) 
  
 Russia has always been interested in Antarctica and it continued its policy in that 
manner. Russia signed the Antarctic Treaty and now they are still continuing their research 
activities in Antarctica. Russian Federation is a member of many other organizations related 
with the Antarctic Treaty. Although the changes in the world affects the Treaty and Russia, 
they continue to their scientific experiments in the Antarctic region. 
 
People’s Republic of China 
  
 At the time when the Antarctic Treaty was signed China was not that curious about 
Antarctica and did not do many things about it. However, with their increased human 
population and scientific investigations they started to look down and change their policy 
regarding Antarctica. They are still continuing their work about the Antarctic region.   
 
 
 

TREATIES AND INITIATIVES: 
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Although Antarctic Treaty had many successful effects to the world of science some 
conventions and protocols for conserving marine life, mineral resources, seals and waste 
related issues. 
 
Agreed Measures for the Conservation of Antarctic Fauna and Flora (1964) 
  

On the third Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting which took place in Brussels 
“Agreed Measures for the Conservation of Antarctic Fauna and Flora” was signed and those 
measures were agreed. It was signed by 21 nations and was in order to protect the animal 
and plant ecology in Antarctica.  
 
Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty 
  

The protocol on Environmental Protection to 
the Antarctic Treaty is also known as the Madrid 
Protocol. It was opened for signature in 1991 and 
entered force in 1998. The protocol is formed of 
many articles but one of the most important articles 
is the one which creates a new committee called as 
“Committee for Environmental Protection”.  

 
It is mainly about protecting the Articles of 

the Antarctic Treaty so the protocol recalls the 
designation of Antarctica as a Special Conservation 
Area and other measures adopted under the Antarctic Treaty system to protect the Antarctic 
environment and depended and associated ecosystems. (8) 

 
Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty is formed of 27 Articles 

which are; 
 

Article-1: Definitions of the Antarctic Treaty, Committee for Environmental Protection and 
Arbitral Tribunal. 
Article-2: Objective and Designation 
Article-3: Environmental Principles so that the activities in the Antarctica relevant with 
environmental aspects would be limited and it will be protected. 
Article-4: Relationship with the other components of the Antarctic Treaty System. This 
Article is actually about preserving the already existing treaty and it is in order to limit the 
changes. 
Article-5: Consistency with the other components of the Antarctic Treaty System. 
Article-6: Co-operation of the parties of the treaty during planning and conducting 
activities. 
Article-7: Prohibition of Mineral Resource Activities 
Article-8: Environmental Impact Assessment 
Article-9: The annexes to the protocol shall form an integral part. 
Article-10: Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meetings’ missions. The Antarctic Treaty 
Consultative Meetings should revise and evaluate the work of Committee for 
Environmental Protection. 
Article-11: Committee for Environmental Protection is established with this article. 
Article-12: Functions of the Committee for Environmental Protection is explained in detail 
and it is stated that the committee should give advice about things such as but not limited 
to effectiveness of the measures of the protocol, the need for upgrading or revising the 
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measures mentioned, the need for scientific research and collecting-exchanging data 
about the experiments in Antarctica. 
Article-13: Compliance with the Protocol. Article 13 is about each party taking relevant 
measures mentioned in the Protocol. 
Article-14: Inspections 
Article-15: Emergency Response action for the serious problems in Antarctica 
Article-16: Liability  
Article-17: Each country should report about the implementations of the protocol. Since 
those reports will be discussed during the Consultative Meetings, it would be crucial to 
understand the problems or the benefits. 
Article-18: Dispute Settlement 
Article-19: Choice of Dispute Settlement 
Procedure 
Article-20: Dispute Settlement Procedure 
Article-21: Signature 
Article-22: Acceptance and Approval of the 
Protocol 
Article-23: Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty should enter in 
force after the acceptance process. 
Article-24: Reservations to the Protocol shall not be permitted. 
Article-25: Modification and Amendment 

 
The significance of the establishment of a new committee is to show attention to the 

continent not rest of the world since it would be a waste of time and the necessary things 
would not be done. Another article in the treaty is calling member states to be ready to 
emergency response actions in the area. This article is very essential in order to be prepared 
for emergencies and be able to act quicker. Next, any activity on mineral resources other 
than scientific research should be banned is another article which should be highlighted 
because mineral resources in Antarctica are pretty few and valuable. Lastly, another article 
is about regulating tourism facilities.  
 
The Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals (1972) 
  

The Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals was signed in London in 1972 
and entered into force in 1978. The purpose of the Convention is to promote and achieve 
the objectives of protection, scientific study and rational use of Antarctic seals, and to 
maintain a satisfactory balance within the ecological system. (6) 
 
The Convention on the Regulation of Antarctic Mineral Resource Activities (1988) 
 
 It is a treaty which is a part of the Antarctic Treaty System and the government of 
New Zealand is the depository state. Mineral Resources are limited in Antarctica and some 
of those minerals cannot be found everywhere in the world so there should be some limits 
for the activities done with the mineral resources in Antarctica. Although it is pretty crucial to 
limit and regulate the mineral resource activities the convention is not in force. 
 
The Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (1982) 
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Since some of the marine animals might be used for 
the experiments, some regulations and some legislations 
should be created. The Convention for the Conservation 
of Antarctic Marine Living Resources is to protect the life 
in Antarctica as they are unique for the region.  

Also, there are some measurements and limits about 
the activities such as but not limited to compliance, 
general fishery materials, fishery regulations and 
protected areas. As the Convention for the Conservation 
of Antarctic Marine Living Resources have measurements 
about fishing it can be stated that the convention’s aims 
are similar with the Antarctic Treaty System.  

 
The Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (1991) 
 
 It was signed in 1991 and entered into force in 1998. In the protocol there is an aim 
to protect the environment in Antarctica in five main aspects which are marine pollution, 
environmental impact assessment, fauna and flora, waste management and protected 
areas. Although there is a sixth aspect regarding the protecting areas it did not entered force 
yet. 

 
Sea-Bed Treaty 
 
 Sea-Bed Treaty is a multilateral agreement which is similar to the Antarctic Treaty. 
Sea-Bed Treaty’s purpose is to prevent any weapons usage and nuclear explosions.  It is 
important because when it was established the effects of the Antarctic Treaty is decreased. 
So, the Sea-Bed Treaty is pretty helpful for the establishment. 
  
  
 

SPECIFIC ANALYSIS ON RELEVANT CONFLICTS AND PROBLEMS: 
 
As Antarctica is the only continent which is independent to any country, it gets harder to 
have any conflicts in the Antarctic region.  
 

TIMELINE OF MAJOR EVENTS 
 

1 June 1957-
31 December 

1958 

International Geophysical Year: Although it was a global survey it had 
pretty significant impacts on Antarctica as it led to the creation of the 
Antarctic Treaty formed of 14 Articles and important for the sustainable 
science development. 

 February 
1958 

The Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research was established. It is an 
organization works for the development and sustainability of Antarctica. 
Since it has many goals such as but not limited to the ones in the Antarctic 
Treaty, it could be stated that SCAR lead the way to the establishment of 
the Antarctic Treaty. 

 1 December 
1959 

Antarctic Treaty was opened for signature. 
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 23 June 
1961 

Antarctic Treaty officially entered into force. 

 May 1972 Sea-Bed Treaty is signed. 

 March 
2007- 

March 2008 

International Polar Year. It is pretty effective for the world and many 
citizens in order to understand what is going on in Antarctica and also it 
can be stated that International Polar Year worked as a public awareness 
campaign.  

 
 
 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS 
  
 Although the Antarctic Treaty has some many important solutions and legislations for 
the problems that may occur during scientific research activities due to some changes it is 
not as effective as it was when it first entered to force. Because of that reason some steps 
should be taken in order to handle the issues of Antarctica.  
 

Tourism is a main issue which effects the human activity in Antarctica and increasing 
human activity is a danger for the environment, fauna and flora and the marine species in 
Antarctica so a limit should be put in order to stop the problem. Since the last few decades 
tourism activities are increasing drastically. All the Contracting Parties and other nations 
whose citizens would like to go to Antarctica as tourists gather together in one of the 
meetings and they should decide upon some measurements or limits about the tourists. Any 
tours that will affect the marine species or the amount of ice should be banned. Also, if the 
tourists going to Antarctica do something for polluting the area, they shall be punished with 
the legislations which will be decided in the meetings.  

 
Fishing and hunting activities in Antarctica, although they are not new and it is a issue 

that has been continuing from the beginning, should be limited with laws. Since there are 
some legislations about the issue and they are not effective the solution could be changing 
and revising those legislations rather than establishing new ones. But it should not be 
ignored that many people will still continue to their illegal fishing activities so if a group of 
people, not like peacekeeping forces or any armed military in order to keep the articles of 
the Antarctic Treaty, could follow and monitor the seas; those fishing activities will be 
decreased and only the legal and permitted ones will be continued.  

 
Brands and also facilities that work in Antarctica sometimes harm the environment 

and marine species there. Because of the activities in Antarctica other brands are affected 
and they start to use those new things in Antarctica. Although there are some new animals, 
minerals or plants they should not be used much in order to protect the balance in the mother 
nature. Some advantages to the brands that would like to do some activities rather than 
scientific ones but obeying the measurements might be given in order to encourage the 
other ones that do not do so. 

 
There are many changes in the International Law which affect the Antarctic Treaty 

and its obligations so a step must be taken with the United Nations member states and the 
signatory parties of the Antarctic Treaty in order to find a joint point about the differentiating 
issues.  
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Environmental protection in Antarctica is pretty effective and strict on paper however 
applying those rules and regulations is not that easy and it could not be effective due to 
some conditions and people that do not comply to those rules. Because of that reason some 
step which could solve the issue of environmental protection should be taken so that the 
useful laws will not stay theoretically. 

 
 Although the laws and regulations of the Antarctic Treaty 
are pretty effective not every nation or party are 
actually complying them so there should be some new 
laws are any other effective solution in order every 
member state of the Contracting Parties should obey the 
rules. While designing new laws the scientist working 
there should bear in mind and their opinions and thoughts 
about the issue and solution proposals should be 
considered as a well proposal because of the fact that they 
are the main people who actually need to obey the rules 
about research activities.  
 

 In order to tackle the issue of tourism problems a 
new sub-commission under the International Association 
of Antarctic Tour Operators could be established and so 
they will coordinate and observe the tours in Antarctica 
and report the illegal actions to the relevant places in order 
to take precautions. Also, the environmental commissions 
like the Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research and 
Committee on Environmental Protection should monitor 
those tourism activities as experts of the environmental 
issues. If those committees and relevant United Nations 
bodies such as but not limited to United Nations 
Environment Program, International Maritime 
Organization and the World Tourism Organization can 
form partnerships in between it would be helpful for the 
tourism issue internationally and it could be solved sustainably.  
  

USEFUL LINKS AND SOURCES 
 

● https://www.scar.org/policy/antarctic-treaty-system/ 

 

● https://www.theguardian.com/science/the-h-word/2017/jul/01/60th-anniversary-

international-geophysical-year-antarctic-physiology 

 

● https://www.theguardian.com/science/the-h-word/2017/jul/01/60th-anniversary-

international-geophysical-year-antarctic-physiology 

 

● http://www.vvn.be/wereldbeeld/challenges-antarctic-treaty-system/ 

 

● https://media.nti.org/documents/antarctic_treaty.pdf 
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